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Your Eminence, Metropolitan Kyrillos of Rhodes,

Representative of His All Holiness, our Ecumenical

Patriarch Bartholomew:;

Your Eminence, Archbishop Elpidophoros of
America;

Your Eminences and Your Graces;

Your Excellency Archbishop Gabriele Caccia,
Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the
United Nations

Beloved Clergys;

Esteemed members of the Monastic Communities,

His Excellency Ioannis Chrisoulakis,
Representative of the Government of the
Hellenic Republic;

Vice-President Peter Arbes and esteemed members
of the Metropolis Council;

Archon Megas Aktouarios Dr. Anthony Limberakis

and beloved Archons of the Order of St. Andrew of

the Ecumenical Patriarchate;

Beloved faithful people of God,



«AOEQL TN ayia, %ol Ouoovsim, xal Cmwomoud, roi
adtoeétm ToLdor mévtote, viv roi GEl ®Ol €ig TOVG
atdvog TV atovov. Aunv». Atvov xor 0oEohoyio
®noL €YHAQEOL0 EVYOQLOTIOL CVOITEUTI TTQOG TOV €V
TowadL mpooxrvvovuevo Oed, tov Aothnpo mTavIOg
aya0ol, yia 6oa ayabd, 6oca evdnua, 6oa Ay ®ol
VYNAE VIEQ TG EAAYLOTOTNTOS MOV E€TMOOPIAEVOE.
«BVhoyntog 0 Oeog O evhoynoog Mus €v mdon
evhoyiq mvevpatwkip» (Ed¢eo. a’, 3) Ev Upvolg
gVYaELOTOLS O0E0AOY(D %Ol YeQOUPw TNV Ymeparyiol
O¢cotono, v Kvpia v Ioagoapvbia, n Omota oo
TV QYN TNG MOVOYLXTG MOV OPLEQMOEWS EXEL OTO
OUOLEOYOEVIO VNOlL TG roToywyng uov, v Pooo,
OVOETOTE WE €eYHOTEAEPE 7oL PE TNV dvwOev
moeNyopta mavtote maQapvlel v napdio pov,
eEaLQETWC 0 nOEOVg Ooxlpuaotog xnot OMpewg
ueyains. Ev  vmaxor], Aouwmdv, oto 0Oéinuo  Tov
Toladmot OeoV, 6mwg ToLTO €EehpdoOn Ol NG
Iepdc Emapylontnic Zvvooov tng Exxinotog tng
Apueouxig o Ol TS TLog YNPou Tmwv ouvoOLrMV
Apytepémv g Aviag xor lepdg Zuvvodov TOUL
Owovpevirvot Tlatgroyeiov, evuevel mOOTAOEL RO



ELONYNOEL TOU JTQOORVVNTOU HOL AvOEVIOU Rl
Aeomotov, touv Owovpevirot muov Ilateuapyou
®vEtov pot xupiov BapBohopaiov, 0ol eyw otjuepov
EVOTLOV ®ANQOU, aQYOVTIWV %dlL AcoU peto GpOPou
aviABa TV nhipoxo row petd 0¢ovg evlpovitououn eig
Tov mepimvuotov MntpomoltinOv 0povov g lepdc
Mntoomnorhewg Néac lepoéng tng lepdg
AgyLemonronng ANEQLUNG, TNG UEYAANG RO
eEANOVOTNG AVTNG E€TOQYLAC TOU TAVOETTOU
Owovpevirot Ilatorapyeiov, Tov mTOWTOU TNG
Op00o0d0Elac Bpdvou. Katd tnv nyepovint avti) moo
avopwvm row AEYw €5 OANG TS LoYVOg WOV « TL TO
mEQL EUE TOUTO YEYOVE puotnolovy. H aviypwon eue
TOV €AaYioTOv €V TOolc aO0eApOlc HOv E€LG TOV
meQLLaAAT apylegatind B0povo Ttng Iepdc avtig
Mnrtoomodrewg elval €0yo o €lRYAoOTO 1 05L& TOU
Ypiotov Ouwd tng Meyaing tov Xorotow Exninoiog
rat touv IlgpoxraOnuévov Avthg, Ilavayiwtdtou
Owovpevirot IMatoudpyov n.x. BapgBolopaiov. Awa
TOUTO EVYVOUOVES EVYOQLOTIES KL EYRAQOLO. OAAG
®rOL OLNVERT] €VYVOUOOoUVN xrotabétmw mEOog TOV
[Tavayiwtato Owovpevinov pog Ilatoudoynv ».x.
BapBohlopatov, tov 0eEld oLaxnootpOdo TNC



I[TowtoBpOvVoUu naw pagtuowwic Mntépag Exninoiog
s Kovotaviivovmolewg o Omoilog, XdAoutl tovu
[Tavowtipuovog Oeov, vITEQ TA TOLALOVTA £T1] ALQEL
HLOQTVOLXMG TOV 2taveov tou Kuglov nal en tng
atwvoPiov Avtol €0pacg, exel eig tnv IIoAv Tou
Kwvotavtivou, eEayyélel Tolg €yyUg ROl TOLS LAXQAY
O1L « Inoodg Xpotog x0éc ol ofuegov O avTog ®ol
eic tovg aiovac» (EPp. 13, 8). Kvplog o Bedc o
[Tavrornpdtw ag dtapuAdttel TOV OROVUEVIHOG OGS
[Tatouboynv ».«. BagBohopatov ev vyeta nat dudw,
em €t MOMG, €1g OO0Eav Oeol nalL €VUAELOV TNG
Meydading tov XpiLotol ExnxnAinotog tng
Kwvotaviivoumolems. Oepuéc euyooLoties, emonc,
exddlm noL mEOg Toug Zvvoorovg lepdoyes g
Avyiac nar Iepdc Zvvooou tou OLrOUUEVLHOU
ITatolapyeiov oL omoioL pe eTiunoav oL TG TUUOG
Pripov avtomv. Eibe to ITavdywo Ilvebpo vo toug
OLoPUAGTTEL QOLADPNTOVS amd TAONS EMPOVANG
0QaTOV %Ol 00QATOV €000V %ol vo rotTevOUVEL TIG
amopdoelg Tovg oVupwvo pe to BEANua Tov Aol
vré g Exxinoiog nor tov I'évovg. EE 6Ang g
®r0QOlOg MOV evyopLoTies OeQUES ®aL ELMAQLVELS
rotoB€T™ TPOg TOV ZEPAOUDTOTO AQYLETLOXOTO



Apeourng %. EAmdodpOQgov nolL GIOVIES TOUG
Zepoaoplmtdtovg Avyiovg AQylLeQelc oL omoiol
oVY?1QOTOUV TO 1ERO omua s lepac Emooyronng
Zuvooouv g I. Apyewmoromng Aueounng ol v
mEOTaoT TANowoews s lepds Mntpomdiews Neag
[egoéng nar v Oetn’) avtOv YNPo vmEQ NG
eAaYLOTOTNTOS HOV. A€OUOL, TIQOOEVYOUOL KOL OLTTO
r0Otag elyouon To TOAUTLUO ayofO TG EVOTNTOC VOl
YaQaXTNEICEL ©ABe mowTOPovAion ®alL amdPaon TNG
Iepdc Emapynng 2uvodov tng Exxinolog pog wote
N uaptveia g Miog, Avyitoag, KabBoAlwnng =al
Amootolxng OpB0d6Eov Enxinolag edw oto véo
®OOUO VO OVOOELXLVVETOL TTAVIOTE OUVATY] AL
TIVEVUOTIXMDG  ©OQTTOPOQO. mote vo. 00EdCletal TO
ovopo. tov Avyiov BOeol noL oL moTol pag vo
oonyouvtaL €15 voudg omtnotovs. H mopovoio twv
uehov e lepdc Emapyioxig Zvvo0ou OnueQa €Lg
TNV e€vBpovion pov, TEOoEEAQYOVTOS TOU
ZePpaopltotatov AQYLETLOXOTOV HOAG %K.
EAmo0pOpov, eXTOC TOU YEYOVOTOS OTL TTEQLITOLEL TLULY)
ueyiotn e eué Tov eMAYLOTO, OROQIICEL YOMNOTES
eAmtioec po oL xoed HeYAAN OTO TANQWUA TNG
ExxAnotog pog mod embuuel OLonams TV axduov,



aohain ror eenviny) moeia tg ExxAnoiog pog,
OTOVG OROTELVOUS, WAAMOTO, TOUTOUS KROLQOUG JTOV 1)
HOQTUElD.  «JteQl TG €v Mulv €ATioogc» mEémeL va
ROTOOTEL OROUN IO LOYVET ROl OVVATY.

And “behold, I am here among you.” “I give thanks
to Christ Jesus our Lord, Who has strengthened me, that
He has deemed me faithful by appointing me to His
service” (1 Tim. 1.12). Therefore, today I humbly accept
the will of God and the decision of the Holy and Sacred
Synod of the Mother Church of Constantinople, and I take
my throne as the new Metropolitan of the Holy
Metropolis of New Jersey of our Sacred Archdiocese of
America. From this day forth I begin my ecclesiastical,
pastoral and administrative responsibilities as the First
Servant of the Sacred Clergy and the Chief Shepherd of
the faithful people of this Holy Metropolis with only one
goal 1n my heart, our salvation in Christ. The
Metropolitan’s mission and Hierarchal ministry is the
sacrifice of the Cross, a selfless offering and service
without any expectation of convenience or luxury. It is the
hierarch who genuinely expresses Divine Revelation as it
was lived and formulated by the Prophets, the Apostles,



and the Fathers of our Church. The Metropolitan’s careful
watch over the dogmatic truth of the Orthodox Church
preserves the pure and unchanged, “the faith delivered
once for all to the Saints” (Jud. 3). The Metropolitan in an
ecclesiastical eparchy is, according to Orthodox teaching,
the visible sign of unity in Christ. St. Ignatios the God-
bearer says that the Bishop is “in the place of God,” the
Presbyters “in the place of the Council of the Apostles,”
and the Deacons “have been entrusted with the service of
Jesus Christ.” In order for the unity of the Church to be
preserved according to the God-bearing Ignatios, the
Bishop must be supported and must obtain respect from
the faithful. It is in the person of the Bishop that God
Himself expresses Himself, to such a degree and manner
that if someone should act in hypocrisy towards the
Bishop, ultimately “he does not act against the Bishop,
but rather against God Himself. Therefore from this day I
become your Father and Chief Shepherd, with paternal
love, with affectionate care, as well as with great concern
for your salvation, I repeat the words of the previously
mentioned Holy Hierarch of our Church and say to you:
“Embrace love and flee from division. Wherever there is
division and strife, God does not dwell there... But I



encourage you to do nothing with prejudice, but rather to
act in accordance with Christ’s teaching.”

The Clergy are the Metropolitan’s closest associates
and collaborators in the service of God and mankind, and
therefore, together with their families, they are a priority
in my pastoral concern. I assure the Sacred Clergy of the
Metropolis of New Jersey that they will have my paternal
love and care. Indeed, both the Metropolitan and the
Clergy, in order to offer spiritual benefit, must follow in
the footsteps of Christ so as to form “living and silent
exhortation” for the faithful people. First and foremost,
the clergy’s personal spiritual cultivation and their own
rebirth in Christ is the promise that with the help of
Almighty God their pastoral ministry will be most
successful. Additionally, ecclesiastical formation, and
continuing education are most important for the ministry
of our Clergy.

Having a deep sense of my Hierarchical
responsibility, I recognize that the celebration of the Holy
Sacrament of the Divine Eucharist is the Bishop’s first
and foremost ministry. Divine Worship in our Orthodox
Church is the heart of our spirituality. The life in Christ,
the observance of the divine commandments, and the



purification of the inner self-being is the path to our
salvation which our Church preserves unharmed and
genuine. This is also the invaluable treasure of our
Orthodox Faith, which we offer in love and in truth, as
well as in pastoral discernment to every faithful person of
good will. The celebration of the Divine Liturgy and the
sacred services form the basis of our pastoral ministry in
our Holy Metropolis. “For this is the will of God, our
sanctification...” (1 Thes. 4.3).

I regard sowing the seed of the Word of God as
equally important for the spiritual cultivation of our flock.
Our preaching must follow the Orthodox tradition and the
lives of our saints, both old and new, and must have its
basis in the teachings of the Holy Fathers of our Church
so as to give essential and spiritual answers to mankind’s
existential questions, which are always specific to the
time, and must speak to the modern problems that plague
and afflict human life in our age, such as mental illnesses,
stress, climate change, etc.

It is by God’s blessing that we, the Greek Orthodox
Christians that dwell in this new homeland and
exceptionally welcoming and great country, America, are
the bearers of the unchanging spirit of Romeosyne, with
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our Orthodox faith, Greek language, and dynamic culture,
and that we have this sacred privilege and the great
responsibility, not only to preserve, but also to spread our
Faith and culture in the New World. As St. Matthew the
Evangelist writes in his Gospel "Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you" (Math. 28:16-20). Indeed, the sacred unity of every
ecclesiastical eparchy, of every Metropolis within the
Archdiocese of America under our Mother Church of
Constantinople, must be regarded as given, self-evident,
essential, and unshakable. I hope and pray to God that the
love of Christ, the virtue of harmony, and the grace of
unity may characterize the relations of the Sacred
Metropolises with the Sacred Archdiocese of America. We
are very blessed in this wonderful country that the Mother
Church of the Ecumenical Patriarchate under the wise
leadership of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew has established and blessed the unique
structure of our Sacred Archdiocese with a Holy Eparchial
Synod comprised of the Archbishop as the President and
Exarch, together with the eight Metropolitans. With the
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help of God and with principles and morals always purely
of the Church, I will strive with all my spiritual and
bodily strength to preserve this unity.

Oewom peyain evbvvn row pe tnv Pondewa Tov
OeoV Qo oamotehéoEL TEOTEQALOTNTO OTMNYV
TOLLOVTOQLOL WOV 1 OTNELEN TOVIL TQOTW TNG
OUOYEVELAS UG aAAd ®ow TNG YAMOOOS TOU LEQOU
Evayyehiov, Onhadm tng eAAnvining yhwooaogs. Etval 1
YAMOOO TV TEOYOVOV UOG, TV UEYAAWV eEAMATIVDV
dLhoocopwv, Twv IMatépwv g Exxinoiog pag, g
moinong 7oL TG AOYOTEYVIOGS, TNG E€TMOTNUNG, TWV
YOOUUATWV ®ot TV TeEYVOV. H eAAnvirty) yAwooo, pog
OUVOEEL e OEOUOVS AQONUTOVS AL ARATAAVTOVS KL
LLE ™V 0p0600EN ot noLg, TO
Owovpevino Iatouopyeio, arld rou pe Tnv Mntépa
[Tatplda pag, tnv  EAAGOO Ttov Pwtods. Metd
omovorng moAlg Ba otnotEovue TV eAANVIKT
mouwoela. ot oyoheio pog xar Bo pavovue agwyot
oe ndbe Ofuo mov adoEd otV erTO(OEVON KL
TV Jouoeta Twv vEwv pog. Iowaitegn de dpoovtioa
Oa AdPouvpe ywoo tnv oTNELEN, TOvTi TEOMW, TNG
meQuwvLpoy  Oeoloynng Zyohng touv  Tuulovu
Zt0vEoU, Tov Igpol TOUTOU OEUVOUATOG
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™ I. Apyeumonromng AUeEQrig otV omoio %aL 1)
eAALOTOTNG LoV, XAoutL Oeot, edoitnoe.

I consider it, a great responsibility, and with God’s
help, it will be a priority in my pastoral ministry to
support in every way our omogeneia, as well as the
language of the Holy Gospel, that is the Greek language.
It 1s the language of our ancestors, of the great Greek
philosophers, of the Fathers of our Church, of poetry and
literature, of science, of letters and the arts. The Greek
language binds us with unbreakable and enduring bonds
with both our Orthodox faith, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, and our Motherland, “Greece, the Country of
Light.” With great zeal I will support Greek education in
our schools and I will offer my aid in every matter related
to the education of our youth, which includes the use of
the English language within our communications and
within the Divine Services in order to better serve our
young people. I will take especial care to support in every
way our beloved Theological School of the Holy Cross,
that Sacred jewel of our Archdiocese, where even my
humble person, by God’s grace, was blessed to study.
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Among the priorities of my Hierarchical ministry is
also the Christian formation of our youth. I will, therefore,
take special concern for the suitable organization and
well-ordered operation of the Religious Education
Schools of our Sacred Metropolis. Through organized
youth programs such as Camp Good Shepherd, the
Hellenic Folk Dance Festival, the Oratorical Festival, the
GOYA Olympics, Sights and Sounds, athletic leagues,
retreats and other youth initiatives, I will pursue, by
God’s grace, the education of our young people in
accordance with Orthodox tradition and life, so that our
beloved youth may acquire an ecclesiastical ethos,
allowing them to learn more of our faith and to grow
closer to Christ and therefore be initiated into the spiritual
life of our Orthodox Church. Indeed this important work
on behalf of our youth cannot be realized by the
Metropolitan alone, without the sacrificial cooperation
and willing support of the parents, our clergy and our
youth workers, so that our efforts may produce much
good fruit. Especially important and essential is the
wonderful cooperation of the Presidents and Members of
the parish communities with the Metropolitan for the
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promotion, development, and growth in the spiritual life,
ministries and administration of our Parishes.

With first principles that are truly of the Church and
purely spiritual, with solidarity and understanding, as well
as a peaceful disposition, we must work together to
overcome occasional difficulties and problems that arise,
whether from human weakness or outside forces, in the
implementation of our ministry. Let us not forget the
unfailing words of our Lord, who said: “The harvest is
great, but the workers are few” (Matt. 9.37).

I am especially concerned with the serious topic of
marriages between an Orthodox spouse and a non-
Orthodox spouse, as we must work harder to embrace
these non-Orthodox spouses and to welcome them into
our parishes, our communities and our Orthodox Faith.
“This 1s a great mystery, but I speak referring to Christ
and His Church” (Eph. 5.32), proclaims St. Paul, the
Great Apostle to the Gentiles. Great is the Mystery of
Marriage for us, the faithful people of the Orthodox
Church. The sacramental blessing of marriage by our
Orthodox Church, through which Divine Grace is
bestowed upon a couple comprised of a man and a woman
that desire to be joined together in the Lord, sanctifies
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their union, with the essential goal of their perfection in
Christ and their entrance into the Kingdom of God. We
must convey the truth of our faith concerning the
Sacrament of Marriage so that the understanding of
Marriage in Christ may remain unchanged, and so that the
faithful people of the Orthodox Church may not be
influenced by newly introduced and spiritually harmful
positions of the modern world.

The Lord said, my dear brothers and sisters: “For I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I
was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited
me, I was in prison and you came to me... As you did it to
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”
How, then, 1s it possible that we would forget this
command of our Lord and be indifferent to our fellow
men and women who are created in the image and
likeness of our Lord? For us Orthodox, philanthropy
cannot be simply a duty, or even just a virtue, but rather
must be a way of life and a path to salvation. From this
day I therefore sound a wake up call to the devoted
members of the Philoptochos Sisterhood of our Sacred
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Metropolis, as well as to all the faithful, so that with every
means possible we may assist in this great and
tremendous ministry of our Church. Let us heed the word
of St. Basil the Great who says: For if we all took only
what was necessary to satisfy our own need giving the
rest to those who lack no one would be rich no one would
be poor and no one would be in need. I offer my deepest
gratitude to all of the most committed members of the
National, Metropolis, and Parish Philoptochos societies
for your most dedicated and distinguished service to our
Church through your most important ministry to assist all
those that are in need.

I wish to take this opportunity to express my sincere
appreciation to the President, Director and members of
Leadership 100, the Great Commander and dedicated
Archons of the order of St. Andrew of our Ecumenical
Patriarchate, and the Supreme President and esteemed
members of AHEPA for their vital and invaluable
contributions to the philanthropic work of our Church.
May the All-Merciful God repay a hundred times over
their generosity to our fellow men and women, both now
and in the age to come.
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With great respect and deepest gratitude, I wish to
honor my immediate predecessor, His Eminence
Metropolitan Evangelos, now Metropolitan of Sardes, the
dignified Hierarch who toiled for many years in every
aspect to distinguish and promote the Sacred Metropolis
of New Jersey. I also thank him from my heart for his
support for my candidacy and, in his capacity as a
member of the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, faithfully voted for my humble person to
succeed him as the Metropolitan of New Jersey. May the
Great High Priest, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant him health
of soul and body, so that with the talents God has
bestowed upon him, he may continue to serve the Church
of Christ for many years.

With deep emotion at this sacred moment I invoke
the prayers of my good-natured and kind-hearted Elder,
Metropolitan Apostolos of Rhodes of blessed memory,
who ordained me as a Deacon and as a Priest, as well as
the prayers of my departed predecessors in this Sacred
Metropolis, Metropolitan Silas and Bishop George.
Likewise, I invoke the paternal prayers of my Spiritual
Father and Elder, Archimandrite Serapheim Parcharidis,
Founder and first Abbot of the Monastery of Paramithia in
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Rhodes, the Monastery where I embarked upon my
monastic life. Gratefully, I pray that the Risen Christ grant
rest to their souls in the land of the Living and in the tents
of the Saints.

AOE&Cmw toVv ehenuova Oed OLOTL a&ilwoe Toug
exhextolg yovelg pov Iwdvvn xow Ztepyia, To
ayarmnuévoa puov aodéildLa Ztavpo, Aéomoilva,
ZmTulomv rat AlrateQiva vo LOOTV TNV NUEQO QUTY).
Eilpal evyvoumv ®otd mavta #ot Ol Tdvto yuo. 0o
VITEQ EUOV EUOYONOOV ROl ETQOOPEQAV.

Oloxinpomvoviog tov evlgovioTiold uov AOYo
emMOUUD Vo EXPEAOW TS OMOXAQOLES  EVYOOLOTIES
wov xat TNV Pabutdtn gvyvouooLvn Uou OGS TOV
enpoowmo ™ A.O.IL. tov Owovpevirot MuOV
[Tatoudpyov «.x. BapBolopaiov, Zefacumtotov
MntoomoAitnv P6dov «. KiUpihhov, o omoiog
uetepepe tnv Iatorapyrn evhoyio. O Ayiog Podov
etvaw 0 oerrrog [owwevayns tng YeVETELQAS LOU KO 1)
TO.QOVOia. TOV Ofuepa otV €vOoOvion Hov wg
enmpoommov tov Ilavaywwtdrtov Ilatouapyov pog
TEQLITOLEL  LOLOLTEQOL TLUY] %Ol €VAOYLA OL&L TNV
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ehayotoTnTd pov. IToAhd, evpooovva rot ard Aol
EVAOYNUEVA TO £T1] Z0G ZEPACUDTOTE.

With deepest respect and gratitude, I express my
sincere thanks to the former Archbishop of America, His
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, who has always
surrounded me with his paternal love. He granted me a
tremendous honor when he appointed me as the Presiding
Priest of the great and historic cathedral of St. Demetrios
in Astoria. Later it was His Eminence who ordained me a
bishop and appointed me Chief Secretary of the Holy
Eparchial Synod of our Sacred Archdiocese. I am grateful
for his presence here today and I humbly request his
continued prayers as I embark on this new chapter in my
life.

With much joy I give thanks to God for the presence
today of His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael of
Chicago. His Eminence and I have been good friends for
many years, since our time together studying at Holy
Cross and Boston University, and I have many fond
memories of our times together in the wonderful city of
Boston. May our Lord continue to bless him and his
hierarchical ministry.
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With much gratitude and heartfelt thanks I also wish
to acknowledge His Eminence, Metropolitan Methodios
of Boston, who even though he did not know me at first,
offered me his paternal support during my studies at
Boston University and granted me the opportunity to
serve in the communities of his Metropolis.

I offer my most heartfelt and deepest gratitude to His
Eminence, Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco who
appointed me as his Chancellor and two years later
nominated me to serve as his assistant Bishop in the
Metropolis of San Francisco. I must acknowledge that
during my seven-year service at his side, I learned many
things from his paternal love and his most dedicated
service to our Church and his flock.

By God’s grace I have served the Sacred Archdiocese
of America for twenty-two continuous years in various
capacities and I must confess that, on both the east and
west coast, our Church has wonderful people who serve
our communities with respect, dedication, and deep
Orthodox faith. I have been blessed and fortunate to meet
and work with distinguished people who show due respect
to the sacred clergy and have true love for the Church and
her ministry. Admittedly the many programs and
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ministries of our Church cannot proceed without the
support and synergy of all her members. With deep
gratitude to our Holy God, I wish then to express my
sincere appreciation to our faithful parishioners in the
parishes that I have served, in Boston, in New York, in my
beloved Astoria, as well as in San Francisco.

With deep gratitude I recognize my godparents in
Astoria, California and in Greece, my teachers in Rhodes
and Patmos and my professors in Thessaloniki and in
Boston, and I wholeheartedly invoke the Grace of our
Lord and God to continue to bless them, their families and
all their works.

I wish to express my deepest gratitude and sincere
thanks to His Eminence, Archbishop Elpidophoros of
America, who so wisely appointed me almost 3 years ago
to serve the Metropolis of New Jersey and granted me the
wonderful opportunity to travel throughout this sacred
Eparchy, so that today, I as am enthroned as your
Metropolitan, I come not as a stranger, but as a known
person whom the Orthodox Faithful of this Metropolis
have already come to know and to embrace as a Spiritual
leader.
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I thank their Eminences the Metropolitans of the
Holy Eparchial Synod of our Archdiocese, their
Eminences Metropolitan Maximos of Ioannina and
Metropolitan losif of Buenos Aires and His Grace Bishop
Kyrillos of Olympos who traveled from afar to be present
this day, the Auxiliary Bishops of our sacred Archdiocese
of America, the Priests, Deacons and Monks, esteemed
Members of the Metropolis Council, the Presidents and
Members of our Philoptochos Societies and Parish
Councils, the representatives of Leadership 100, of the
Archons of our Ecumenical Patriarchate, the AHEPAns,
the clergy and the laity from Greece, from throughout the
world and from throughout this nation who traveled to be
here for this most joyous and historic occasion in our
Sacred Metropolis.

I especially thank the Abbot of the Monastery where I
began my monastic life, my spiritual brother,
Archimandrite Anthimos Palaioglou, who has come with
his community to attend my enthronement. I give
particular thanks and gratitude from the bottom of my
heart to you the blessed people of God, who with much
love and joy came today here to the Metropolitan
Cathedral of the Metropolis of New Jersey to embrace me
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as your new Metropolitan and Spiritual Father. I pray that
our loving Lord remembers all of you in His Heavenly
Kingdom, always, now and forever.

Lastly, allow me to make a personal confession. God
granted me the blessing to attend the historic
Ecclesiastical School of Patmos, the “Patmiada,’ and for
three years to attend the divine services and chant at the
chanter’s stand of the Sacred Cave of the Apocalypse,
where the Evangelist John the Theologian saw his vision
and at the command of God composed the final book of
the New Testament, the Book of Revelations. The fact
that the Metropolitan Cathedral of this sacred Metropolis
which has been entrusted to me, in which I am today
enthroned, 1s dedicated to the Evangelist John constitutes
for me in my humility a sign and blessing from above.

Know that from this bright and memorable day, on
which by God’s Grace I am enthroned as the Metropolitan
of the Sacred Metropolis of New Jersey, as I stand here in
front of you with a contrite heart and with great awe,
knowing and understanding the many responsibilities
which have been entrusted to me, I call upon the Grace
and Intercession of our Lady the Theotokos the Mother of
God, the Holy, Glorious and All-Praiseworthy Apostles,
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especially the Holy, Glorious Apostle and Evangelist John
the Theologian, St. John Chrysostom the Patron Saint of
this Metropolis, St. Anastasia the Pharmakolytria, and all
the Saints. And so from the bottom of my heart I pray:
“May God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ grant
peace and love with faith to all the brethren. Grace be

with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with undying
devotion” (Eph. 6.23-24).
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