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Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas

+BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and
Ecumenical Patriarch to All the Plenitude of the Church

Grace, Mercy and Peace from the Savior Christ Born in Bethlehem

Most honorable Brother Hierarchs,
Beloved children in the Lord,

Having once again been found worthy of reaching the great feast
of the Nativity in the flesh of the Son and Word of God, we glorify the
“inexpressible and incomprehensible condescension” of the Savior of
the human race and Redeemer of all creation from corruption, even as
we proclaim with the angels “Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace, goodwill to all people.”?

Christ was revealed as “Emmanuel,”? as “God with us” and “for
us”, as God beside each of us and “closer to us than ourselves.”3 The

pre-eternal Word of God, who is “consubstantial with the Father,” as

formulated in doctrine by the First Ecumenical Council, whose 1700t

11k 2.14.
2 Mt. 1.23.
3 Nicholas Cabasilas, On the Life in Christ, VI, PG 150. 660.



anniversary was appropriately celebrated by the Christian world over
this year, “becomes like His own creature,” being incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary “in order to render human beings into
gods.”

The Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) for Christmas declares that
the Nativity of Christ “has shone to the world the Light of knowledge”
and revealed “the transcendent and universal meaning” of life and
history, namely the truth that only the Christian faith can fully satisfy
the deeper pursuit of the mind and thirst of the heart, that “salvation
is found in no one else”* but Christ. Thenceforth, the “knowledge” that
“putfs up”® is being judged by the words of the Lord, that “You will
come to know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”®

The suprarational event of the Incarnation is experienced and
repeated spiritually in the life of the faithful, who love the epiphany of
the Savior Christ. As St. Maximus the Confessor writes: “The Word of
God was once born in the flesh, but desires always to be born in the
spirit out of love for those who desire it.”” In this sense, the Feast of the
Nativity, of the divine Incarnation and the deification of humankind

by grace, does not direct us to an event of the past, but guides us to the

* Acts 4.12.

5Cf. 1 Cor. 8.1.

¢Jn 8.32.

7 Various Texts on Theology and the Divine Economy X, 8, PG 90.1181.



“future city,”® to the heavenly kingdom of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

In a world, where the echo of war and noise of weapons prevail,
the angelic “peace in the world” is resounded and the Lord’s voice
blesses “the peacemakers” while His Holy Church prays during the
Divine Liturgy “for the peace from above” and “for the peace of the
whole world.” Genuine faith in the living God strengthens our
struggle for peace and righteousness, even when we are faced with
humanly insurmountable impediments. As the Message of the Holy
and Great Council of the Orthodox Church—whose tenth anniversary
we shall celebrate next year—inspiringly states: “the oil of religious
experience must be used to heal wounds and not to rekindle the fire of
military conflicts.”®

The Gospel of peace especially concerns us Christians. We
consider it impermissible to remain indifferent before the
fragmentation of Christendom, particularly when this attitude is
accompanied by fundamentalism and explicit rejection of inter-
Christian dialogue that ultimately aims at transcending division and
achieving unity. The obligation of striving for Christian unity is non-

negotiable. The responsibility to continue the efforts of the pioneers of

8 Heb. 13.14.
? Paragraph 4.



the Ecumenical Movement along with the justification of their vision
and labor rest on the younger generation of Christians.

We belong to Christ, who is “our peace”!® and “the fulfilment of
joy” in our life, the “goodwill” that springs from the conviction that
“the truth has arrived” and “the shadow has passed,” that love is
stronger than hatred and life stronger than death, that evil does not
have the final word in the life of the world, which is directed by Christ,
who is “the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”!! This faith must
shine and be revealed in the way we honor Christmas and the other
feasts of the Church. The joyous celebration of the faithful should bear
witness to the transformative power of our faith in Christ. It should be
a time of goodwill and spiritual delight, the experience of that ineffable

“great joy”!2 that is “synonymous with the Gospel.”

Most honorable Brothers and beloved children,

In 2026, the Holy Great Church of Christ will honor the
completion of 1400 years since August 7, 626, when the Akathist Hymn
was chanted “upstanding” during the Sacred Vigil in the Church of
Panagia Vlachernae, as an expression of gratitude to the All-Holy

Mother of God, for the safeguarding of the City of Constantinople from

10 Eph. 2.14.
11 Heb. 13.8.
2 Cf. Lk 2.10.



the attack of hostile forces. On the occasion of this historic milestone,
the 2026 Yearbook of the Ecumenical Patriarchate will be dedicated to
the commemoration of this important event for our tradition and
identity, which are inseparably and profoundly associated with the
honor reserved for our ever-blessed and most pure Mother of God, the
defender and protector of our people.

In this spirit, as we bow before Mary who holds the infant Jesus
in her arms, and as we worship the Divine Word who assumed our
form, we wish upon all of you a blessed Holy Twelvetide, and a
fruittul in good deeds and filled with divine gifts new year of the
Lord’s favor, to Whom belong all glory, honor and worship, now and

always, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Christmas 2025
+Bartholomew of Constantinople

Your fervent supplicant of all before God

To be read in churches after the Gospel Reading during the Divine
Liturgy on the Feast of Christmas
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ITATPIAPXIKH AITOAEIEH
I'TA TA XPIXTOYTENNA

+BAPOOAOMAIOZX
EAEQLOEOY APXIEITIEKOITOYX KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQY - NEAX
POMHX
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZ ITATPIAPXHX
YE OAO TO ITAHPOMA THX EKKAHXIAX
XAPH, EAEOX KAI EIPHNH
ATIO TON I'ENNHOENTA Y TH BHOAEEM XQTHPA XPIXTO

Tyuwtator adeAgot Tepdoyes kat Téxva ev Kvpiw evAoynuéva,

A@ov alwdnkape kat TAAL va @OAoovpe 0TI HeYAAT £0QTT) TNG KATX OAQKA
I'évvnong tov Yiov kat AGyov oL Oe0U, DOEOAOYOVUE TNV «APEAOTI KAL AKATAATTTTN
OLYKATAPAOT» TOL LWTNEOS TOL YEVOUS TV avOownwv kal Avtowtn amdong tng
KTioewg amo ) @Oooa, avaowvtac pall pé tovg AyyéAovg «AdEa év DloTolg Oe@
KAl €7l YNG elonvn), €v dvOpwmoLs evdokio»!.

O Xpotog anmokaAveOnke wg «EppavounA»?, wg «@eog ped’ 1uav» kal «OmeQ
NUWV», WG Oe0g MANCTLOV £VOg EKATTOUL ATO EUAG, WG «KAL TIO KOVTA HAG AKOUA Kol
ATO Euag tovg Wilovg»3 O «Opoovoog» T Oew INatel mEoalwviog Adyog, kabwg
doyudtioe 1) IMowtn Otkovuevikr) Tovvodog ot Nikawa, tng omolag 1) xLAootn
ETITAKOOLO0TI] ETMETELOG ATIO TNG OLYKANOEwS TiuNOnke OmMwg EmQeme AMO TOV
XOLOTIAVIKO KOOHO KATX TO TTAQEAOOV €TOG, «OHOLVETAL e TO D10 TO dNUIOVEYNHA
TOL», APOL oapkwONKe ek ITvevpatog Ayiov kat Mapiag g Iap0évov, «yux vakavet
ToUG AvOEWTOLS OE0VG».

To AmoAvtikio Twv Xplotovyévvwy duaknovooet ot 1) I'évvnon tov Xplotov
«AVETEAE T KOOUW TO QWG TO TNG YVWOOEWS», ATOKAALYPE TO «OTepfatiko Kal
KkaOoAuco vonua» e Cwng katl g lotoptag, v aAnOewx, 6Tt HOVO 1] XOLOTLAVIKT)
TOTN UTOQEL VA ikavomowm|oel MANQwWS Tig Pabvteges avalnTr)oEls TOLU VOU KAl )
dtpa TG kaEdiag, OtL «1] owtnela dev VTAOXEL 0 kavévav AAAO» ¢ TP HOVO OTO

1 Aovk. 3/, 14.
:MatO. o, 23.
s NuwoAdov KaBdaowa, [epi tne év Xprotw Cwne, LT, PG 150, 660.
+ITpa&. d', 12.



Xowoté. "Extote, «1) yvaon», 1) 0moila «@égvel Dmepn@avela»®, kolvetat pé Paon ta
Aoyl tov Kvplov «I'vwplote tv dAnOewx kai 1) aAnOeix O oag édevOepwoe»®.

To vmégAoyo yeyovog g Evoapkdoews Pudvetal kat émavaAappPavetat
TIVEVHATIKA 0T (T TV TUOTWYV, EKEVWV TOL AYATIOVV TV EUPAVIOT TOU LwThQOog
Xowotov. ‘Onwg yodeet 6 Ayiog Ma&ipog 6 OpoAoyntig, «O  Adyoc tov Oeov
Yevvnonke pio oo kata odoka, AAAX ATO @UAaVOQWTILA YEVVLIETAL TIAVTOTE KATX
mvevpua pE ) 0€Anor] tov yix xdon 6owv to émbvpovv»’. Me v évvola avt), 0
E0QTAOHOG TV XQLOTOVYEVVWY, TN LAQKWOEWS TOL B0V Kal TG Kata Xaen 0éwong
TOL AvOQWTOU, deV HAG OTRE@PEL TIROS Eva YeYOVOS TOU maQeABOVTOS, AAAX UAg
KatevOVVEL TEOG TNV «pEAAOLVOA TTOAN» 8, TEOG TNV alwvia Baoleia tov INatog katl
oL Yiov kat tov Ayiov [Tvevpartog.

r¢ éva kOOopo, OTIov 1)XOUV Ol MOAEUIKES laXEs Kal 1) kKAayyT) T@wv OTAwY,
drxoaATtiCeTal TO Ay yeAKO HNVupA «E€TL VNG elor|vn», 1] @wvi) oL Kvgiov pakapilet
TOUG «&lENVOTIoloVS» kKai 1) Ayla ExkAnoia tov déetal ot Oela Aettovgyio «OMEQ TG
avwOev elprvne» Kat «OTeQ TG 1PN VNG TOL CVUTAVTOS KOOOoL». H yvrjowa ntlotn o
Cwvtavo OO EVOLVALWVEL TOV Aywva YLX TV €OV KAl T1) dikaloovvr), dkoun Katl
dtav avTog PolokeTat EvTov avuTiépRANTWY, kat avOpwmov, éunodiwv. Onwg pe
Oelax éumvevon dnAwvetar oto Mnvopa g Ayilag kat MeyaAng Zuvvodov Trg
0Op00d6Eov ExkAnoiag, v mewtn dekaetneida g Omolag O £00TACOVHE KATX TO
ETEQXOUEVO €TOC, «TO AdOL TOU OENOKEVTIKOV BLWOHATOS TIQETEL VX XOT|OLUOTIOLELTOL
VWX V& €MOVAWVEL TANYES Kal OXL YIX VA AvalWTTUOWVEL T QWTLX TV TIOAEULKWV
oLEEAEEWV»°.

To EvayyéAo g elonvng apooa £E0XWS EUAS TOLG XOLOTLAVOUGS. OewOvE
avemitoemtn TNV ddlgogia Y ) dkomaor] ¢ XooTixvoovvng, diwg dtav avt)
OLVOOEVETAL ATIO POVTIAMEVTIAALOHO Kal ONT ATogeupn TwV dXXQLOTIAVIKWV
dxAdywv, ol omolot €XouV TeAKo OKOTIO TNV VLTEQPaoT TG dlaRéoews Kal TV
émitevén g évotnrac. To Xpéog ToL Aywva YuX T XQLOTIAVIKY] EVOTNnTa elva
ADATIQAYHATEVTO. LT VEQ YEVIX TV XQLOTIAVQV AVTKeL 1] eDOVVYT ¢ ovvexioewg
twv meoomabelwv twv mowtepyatwv ¢ Olkovpevikng Kuvnoewg wal g
JKALWOTEWS TV OQAUATWYV Kol TV HOXOwv Tovg.

Avnrikovpe 010 XQLoTO, 0 OTOL0G elvat «1] €NV Hac» 10 kal 1) «OAOKANQWHEV
Xaod» ot Cwn pag, 1 «evdokia» mov mnyalel ano M PePatdtnra Ot «Mebe N
aAnOela» kal «TéQATE 1) OKLA», OTLT) AYATIN lvaL TTLO LOXLET] ATIO TO HLO0G Kat 1] Cwn
TIO LOXVET A0 TO0 OAvaTo, OTL TO KakO 0&v €xel TOV TeAevtaio Adyov otr) Cwr) Tov

sTToPA. A" Kop. 1, 1.

s Twarv, ', 32.

? Ma&ipov tov OpoAoyntov, Kepadaia dtapopa Ocoloyika te kat oikovourka, I, n)°, PG
90, 1181.

sEfo. vy, 14.

o Mnvoua tnc Ayiac xat MeyaAnc Xvvodov tnc OpBodolov ExxAnoiac mpoc Tov
OpBodolo Aao xai kaOe dvOpwmo kaAnc OeAnoewc, § 4.

w’Epeo. 37, 14.



KOOHOU, T Omoia katevBvvel 6 Xowotdg, 0 «x0&g kal onuegov O dLOg KAl oTovg
alwveg» . Avtn 1] miotn mMEémel VA DIAAGUTIEL KAl VX ATIOKAAVTITETAL OTOV TQOTIO U
TOV OO0 TIHOVME T XQLOTOUYEVVA Kal TG aAAeg ékkAnowotikes €optés. O
E0QTAOMOG €K HEQOVLG TWV TIOTWV TOL TEQTMEL TO OO O@eidel v HAQTULEEL T
HETAHOQPTLKT] dUVAUNG TG ToTews 0TO XOLOTO YIX T Cwn] HAg, va elval Kalpog
EVOOKIAG KAl TTVEVHATIKNG EVPEOTVVNG, BLIOOEWS EKELVNG TN AVEKAXANTNG «UEYAATG
Xa0ac» 2, 1 6moia etvat «ouvavLpog oL EvayyeAtov».

Teodrtatol kal Oeo@Aéotatol AdeApol Kat ayannTa Tékva,

Kata to étog 2026, 1) Ayila tov Xpotov MeyaAn ExkAnota tipa t) ovpumAnewon
1400 érwv amo g 77 Avyovotov 626, Otav &PaAn «opbootddnv» 0 AxdaOiotog
“Yuvog, kata v Tepr) Ayovmvia otov Tepo Nao ¢ Iavayiag BAaxeovav, o
€kpoaoT eVYVWHOOLVNG TEOS TNV Ymegayla BOeotoko, yux ) ddkowon Trng
KowvotavtivovmoAng amo v émdgour) éx0owv duopevav. Mé tv loToQikt) avTn
émételo, 1 'Emetnoida tov Otkovpevikov Tatoiapyeiov tov étovg 2026 a@lepwvetal
OTIV AVAUVNOT TOU ONUAVTIIKOU AUTOL YEYOVOTOG Y THV TaQAdOOLV Kol ThV
TAVTOTNTA HAG, Ol OTIOLEG VAL ADACTIAOTA KAl Pabeldt CUVVPATUEVES e TNV TL)
TEOG TNV AELUAKAQLOTN Kal mavapwuntn Mntéoa tov Oegov pag kat Yméouaxo
Zroatnyo tov I'évouc.

210 mvevpa avto, KAvovTag o YOVu évariov NG Boepokpatovoac Mapapt
Kal MEOOKLVWVTAG TOV Bed Adyo Tov avéAafe 1) OKT) HAG HOQ@PT), EVXOUAOTE O
O0Aovg oag evAoynuévo 10 Aylo Awdekanpuepo, kaAAlkapmo de o& éoya ayabo xatl
TAT)ON Oelwv dWENUATWY TO VEO €T0G TN XeNoToTtnTag ToL Kuplov, otov 6Ttoto mpémet
KkA&Oe dOEa, TN Kal TEOOKVLVTOT), VOV Kal del kal o0& GAovg Toug alwves. Aunv!

Xototovyevva 2025
1t 6 KwvotavtivourtoAewg
dLATTLEOG OGS OO VX ETNC OAWY
oag.

1EBo. 1y, 8.
2TIoBA. Aovk. B/, 10.



