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Archepiscopal & Synodical Encyclical
for the Sunday of the Veneration of the Holy Cross

April 7, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Kai ta piAra tot Evdov eig Ogpaneiav tav E0vav. (Amokdivyng 22:2)
And the leaves of the Tree were for the healing of the Nations. (Revelation 22:2)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

In the midway point of the Holy Lent, we arrive at the oasis of the Sunday of the
Veneration of the Holy Cross. Now the Tree of the Cross overshadows us with its healing
leaves and fruits, and the flowers with which we adorn It in the Divine Service reflect Its
lively glory. The Cross, once an instrument of suffering and death, has become the Tree
of Eternal Life, and we are invited to share in Its mission of redemption and salvation. It
is because of this mission that the Holy Eparchial Synod has decided to that an Encyclical
should be issued every year for Feast of the Veneration of the Holy Cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The Lord calls each and every one of us to pick up our own cross and follow Him,
to walk the path of self-sacrificial love that led Him to Golgotha and to the Garden Tomb.
This invitation is for every Christian, whether we have fully understand that call or not.
Those who aspire to the Holy Priesthood through the laying on of hands often tell of
hearing a distinct calling, which is named a “vocation.” They feel they are being

summoned to serve Christ and His Church as clergy, and so they work with their local
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priest and Hierarch, and find their way to our beloved Hellenic College and Holy Cross
School of Theology, to pursue studies that lead to ordination. We should all encourage
this noble and indeed sacred pursuit, and fill Hellenic College and Holy Cross with

candidates to serve the future generations of our Church in America.

In this season of the Great Lent, when our fasting is to be augmented by
almsgiving, let us all strive to dedicate an offering to our beloved Theological School, and
give tangible, financial support those who are answering the call of the Lord in their very
specific mission. Those who choose to take up the cross of service in the Holy Priesthood
— whether they are called to be Deacons, Presbyters, or Hierarchs — are called to a lifelong

sacrifice of their will, and they surely merit our support and our appreciation.

Therefore, let us answer the call of the Lord today as best as we are able, and enter
into the oasis of the Veneration of the Holy Cross. There, we will find refreshment and
healing from the Tree of Eternal Life, and find the strength to continue our Lenten journey
to the Great and Holy Pascha.

With paternal love in Christ,
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tELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
Methodios Metropolitan of Boston Alexios Metropolitan of Atlanta
Nicholas Metropolitan of Detroit Savas Metropolitan of Pittsburgh
Gerasimos Metropolitan of San Francisco Apostolos Metropolitan of New Jersey

Nathanael Metropolitan of Chicago
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ
APXIEITIXKOITIKH KAI XYNOAIKH ET'KYKAIOX

ApOu. IMowr. 79/2024
Agxtemokomikn 'EykvkAlog yia v tnv Kvgtakn tng ETavQomQookuvroews.
7 AmtotAlov 2024

IToog tovg LePaopiwtdtouvg kat Ocopireotdtovg AgxLepels, toug EvAafeotatovg Tepeic
kal Atakovovug, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, toug ITpoédoouvg kat ta MéAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvypovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtatovg Agxovteg toL OUKOLUEVIKOD
ITatowapxetov, T péAn ¢ ‘Hyeoiag twv 100, T Hueonowa kat Amtoyevpativa LX0AELx,
tic Ddomtwyxovg AdeAgotnteg, ) NeoAain, tic EAANVopO6doleg Opyavwoels katl
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTemwvupo MATowpa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AEQLKNG.

«Kat tax VAL ToU EVA0VL eig Bepameiav Twv €Ovav» (AnokaAvis Twavvov 22:2).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg €v XOLoTw,

1o péoov g Aviac kai MeyaAng Teooagakootng, 11 ExkAnola pag €xet
tortofetr)oet v oaon ¢ Kvolaxng g Ltavpompookuvroews. Ljpega t0 EVAO TOU
Ztavov pag ETOKLALEL e TR OeQATIEVTIKA TOV PUAAX KAl TOUG KaQTovg, v T avOn)
HE T OOl TO TTQOOKVVOUE OTIC LeQég AkoAovOieg dvtavakAovv v Cwoa d6&a tov. O
OTAVEOC, ATIO 0QYAVo Pacaviopov kat Oavdtov, yivetat to 0évopo ¢ alwviov Cwrc.
KaAobpaote onuega va petdoxovpe oe avTr) TV moela AVTEwWOTS Kal owtnelag mov
nag deixvel 0 Cwomolog Ltavods. Avtog elvat kat 6 Adyog yux tov omoto 1) Tepa
Entagxiaxt) Zvvodog amopaoioe va €xdidet kdOe xoovo EykvkAio, kata thv Kvolakr) thg

IToookvvnoews tov Tiuilov kat CwoTotov Ltaveov Tov Kuvgiov fjuav Tnoov Xototov.

O Kvoloc mpookaAetl TOV kaa@évav Ao EUAG, «Va AQEL TO OTAVEOV AVTOL KAl Vo
TOV akoAovOnoew. Na Badloovpe dNAadr) 0o OO0 HOVOTIATL TS AYATING KAl T Ovoiag
Tov Padioe O og mEoOg TO 'oAyoba kat tov tago. H mpdokAnon avtn dmrevbivvetat
TEOC KAOE XOLoTIvo, elte €xovpe avtiAngOetl avtr) v kANon elte oxt. Mia dwxiteon
«kANon» viwOovv 6oot ToBovv TV tegwovvn dux g émBéoews TV Xewwv. Niuwbovv
va mEookaAovvTal va UTnEetrjoovv T0 XELoto kat v 'ExkAnoila tov wg kAnowol. "Etot,
A@OL OVUPOVAEVTOVV TOV LeQéat TG €VORIAG TOUG Kal TOV LEQAQXT) Tovg, katevOvvovTatl

mEog 10 ayarmuévo pag EAANviko KoAAéywo kat ) OeoAoykt) LxoAn tov Twiov
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LTavov, Y VA KAVOLV TIC 0TTOLOEG TTOL 0O YOLV 011 Xetpotovia. Etvat adrottn dvdrykn
va €vOagpuvoupe GAOL HAaG TOV €VYEVT] AUTO OTOXO Kal va yeuloovpe tO ‘EAAN VIO
KoAA€éyo kat v @eoAoyikr) LxoAr tov Tipiov Ztavpov pe vmoymn@iovg kKANQLkovg Tov

Oa dlakovrioovv Tig €mopeveg yevvees g ExkAnoiag pag otnv ApeQikr).

Kata mv meptlodo tc M. Teooapakootng, 01tov 1) vijotela pag éEvpavetat pé v
EAenuoovvn, ag meootadnoovpe OAOL HAG VX KAVOUHE Ui TIQOOQOQX OTNV YATIUEVT
Hag  OeoAoyikr) LyxoAn, Oidovrag amt) oikovouwktn vmootnolén  o&é  6oovg
avtanokplvovtat otnv tegatikt) kArjon tov Kvplov. Avtot mov avéAaBav va &govv tov
OTAVEO TNG dlaKoVIag WG KANELKOL, &lTe WG dAKOVOL, WS TRECPUTEQOL T) WS AQXLEQELS,
kaAovvtal dix Blov va OUOLXCOLY TO TMEOCWTIKO TOLVS BEANUA Kal otyovoa a&iCovv v

VTOOTNELEN KAl TNV EKTIUNOT) HaG.

Ac avtamaxolOovpe Aowmov ornuega Oetika 010 KAAeopa tov Kuvplov kata
dvvapwy 6 kabévag, yix va eicéABovue kal va dgoolwoBovpe otV Oaorn TG
TEOOKLVT|OewWS TOL Tiuiov Ltavgov. Eket Oa foovpe v avapouxn katl ) Oegamela mov
) yalet ano to Aévdoo g Ailwviov Zwng, aAAa xat dvvaun va ovvexloovpe To

TVELUATIKO pag ta&idl g M. Teooaparkootng meog 1o Aywo Iaoxa.

Meta matou@v evXV Kal TG €v XOLoTw AYATNG,
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmdogpopog

1 6 Bootwvne MeBddlog 1t 6 AtAavtag AAéELog
t 6 Ntitpodit NikoAaog t 6 ITittoBovoyov Zappag
t 6 Aylov Poaykiokov I'epaopog t 6 Néag Tepoéng AmootoAog

t 6 Zucayov NabBavanA



