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Beloved children in the Lord,

By the mercy of God we are granted to stand at the threshold of a new year, lifting our
hearts in thanksgiving to the Lord of time and history, “for in Him we live and move
and have our being” (Acts 17:28). The passing of years does not merely mark the flow of
time, but invites us to a deeper encounter with Christ, “the same yesterday, today, and
forever” (Heb. 13:8).

The holy Orthodox Fathers remind us that time is a sacred gift entrusted to us for
repentance and sanctification. Saint Basil the Great exhorts us: “Do not waste the
present moment; for the past is no longer yours, and the future is uncertain.” Each new
year, therefore, is a renewed call to conversion of heart, to vigilance of mind, and to
growth in love. It is not enough that the year be new; we ourselves must be renewed in
Christ.

Saint John Chrysostom teaches that the true measure of time is not the number of days,
but the quality of our life in Christ. A year lived without prayer, forgiveness, and mercy
becomes barren; but even a single day lived in humility and repentance becomes rich in
grace. As we enter the new year, let us ask ourselves: Do our homes reflect the peace of
Christ? Do our words bear witness to the Gospel? Do our lives reveal hope in a world
often wounded by fear, division, and loneliness?

In the midst of uncertainty and rapid change, the Orthodox Church proclaims with
confidence that our hope is not in human strength or worldly assurances, but in the
Lord who was born, crucified, and risen for our salvation. Saint Athanasius reminds us
that Christ became man so that man might become “by grace what He is by nature.”
This is the purpose of our journey through time: to be transformed, little by little, into
the likeness of Christ.
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As your spiritual father and chief shepherd in Christ, I call you to begin this year with
prayer, with faithfulness to the holy sacraments of our Orthodox Church, and with
renewed love for one another. Let us strengthen our families as local communities and
churches, guide our children by example, care for the poor and the suffering, and
remain steadfast in the life of the holy Church. In this way, the new year will truly
become a year of the Lord’s favor.

May the blessing of the New Year be not only a change of date, but a change of heart.
May the good Lord grant you health of soul and body, peace in your homes, and
steadfast hope in every trial. Entrusting you all to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, I remain,

With paternal love and blessings in Christ,
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Ayamntd pov tékva ev Kuplw,

Me tnv evAoyia Tov Oe0L AEIWVOUATTE VA OTEKOUAOTE OTO KATWEPAL EVOS VEOL
£T0VG, LPWVOVTAC TIC KAEDLES PG [e evxapLloTia TEog Tov Kvplo tov xpdvou kat
TG 0ToPLaC, «&€V AT YAQ Cwpev Kat kKivovpeOa kal éopév» (ITo€. 17:28). H
dLxdoxN TV €TV dev onNUaTodoTel ATAWS T QOT) TOL XQOVOU, AAAL pag TIEOOKAAEL
o€ PabvTeEn ovvavtnon pe tov XELoTd, «0 avTog XOEC KAl ONHEQOV Kal €15 TOUG
atwvac» (‘EBo. 13:8).

Ot ayot OpBodoot ITatépeg pag vtevOLUILovV OTL O XQOVOGS elvat LEQO dWQO, TO
oTtolo pag epumotevONKe 0 Oeodg Vi petdvola kat ayaopo. O Méyag Baoidelog pag
TEOTEETIEL: «MT) KATAPEOVEL TOV TTAQOVTA KALQOV- TO TtxQeAOOV ovk 0TV 00V, Kal
0 HéAAOV adnAov». K&Oe véo étog, Aowmov, amoteAel véa mEookANnon o€
HETAOTQOPT] KAQOLAG, O€ VI TOL VOU KAl 08 a0ENOT) TNG AYATING. AgV aQkel TO
£10c va elvat véor xpelaCeTat KL epLelS oL oL va avavewvopaoTte v XOLOTo.

O ayiog Iwdvvng o XpuodoTtopog ddokel 6Tt to aAnOvod Hé€TEO TOL XQOVOL deV
elvat 0 oS TV NUEQWV, aAA& N oot Ta TS Cwn)g pag ev Xowot. ‘Eva étog
XWOIC TTROTEVXT], CLYXWOENOT) Kol EAE0S YIVETAL AKAQTIO" EVE AKOUT KAL Ui NUEQQ,
OTaV PUOVETAL e TATIEIVWOT) KAl LeTAvoLy, Yivetat mAovowx og xaon. Eloegyopevotl
0710 V€O €10¢, ag avapwtnOovue: AvtavakAovv Ta OTTI g TNV ELQT|VN TOV
Xototov; Maptupovv ta Adyix pag to EvayyéAo; avegwvet ) Cor) pag eAntida oe
Evory KOO0 CLXVA TIATYWHEVO Ao O30, OLXATHO KAl HOVaELd;

Méoa otnv afepatdtnta kat Tig paydales arlAayéc twv kawwv, N Op06doén
ExxAnola dixxnovooet pe BePatotnta 0t n eAntida pag dev omnelletat otnv
avOpwTvn dUvaun 1) 0TS KOOHLKES dxPePatwoels, aAAa otov Kvouo, o omtolog
YevvnOnke, otavpwOnie kat avaotOnke yix ™ ocwtneia pac. O ayrog ABavaotog
poag vevOLpiCet OTL 0 XELOTOG éyive dvOowTog, «tva 1uelg OeomomOwpey kata
XA&otv». AvTOg elvat 0 OKOTIOG TG TIOQELAG HAG HETH OTOV XQOVO: Vi
HETAHMOQPWVOUROTE, Alyo-Alyo, otV opodtnTa Tov XOLoTOoU.
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Q)¢ MVELHATIKOG OAC TTATEQAS KAL TTOLUEVAQXNS €V XOLOTW, 0AG KAAW va apxloeTe
TO VEO €TOG e TIQOOEVXT, HE TIOTOTNTA ot AYwx Muotrowax tng OpBoddEov
ExkAnolag pag xat pe avavewpevn ayann petald pag. Ag evioxOoovue Tig
OLKOYEVELEG HAC WG HIKQES EKKANOTLAOTIKEG KOLVOTITES, ag kaBodnynoovpe ta
TIAOLX UAG HE TO TTAQADELY UK HAG, AG (PQOVTITOVUE TOVG PTWXOUS KAl TOUG
TIAOXOVTEG Kol ag maQapelvovpe otabepot otn Cwr) g Ayiag EkkAnoiag. ‘Etot, to
véo étog Oa yiver aAnOwva «éviavtog Kvplov dektde».

EiOe 1 evAoyia tov Néov Etouvg va unv etvat povo aAAayr) nuegounviag, aAAa
aAAayn kapdas. Eife o Koplog va oag xapllet vyeia Puxng Kol OwWHATOS, 10TV
ota oTHTIX 0ag Kat akAovn T eAntida oe k&aOe dokipaoia,

Me matowr) aydmn kot evx€g ev XQLotw,
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1O Néag lIepoéng AmogtoAog
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