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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 292/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical for the Commemoration of OXI Day
October 28, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

But we shall arise and be restored. Alleluia.
(Doxology for October 28, the Feast of Victory)

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

OXI Day is a day when we remember the resilience, bravery, and determination
of the Greek People during the dark days of the Second World War. We extol the heroes
of 1940 who stood firmly against the tidal wave of fascism that threatened to overwhelm
our world, and we take inspiration and courage that those who sacrificed themselves and
were laid low, “arose and were restored.” Whether in this life or the next, these brave souls
are symbols of the resurrection, for Greece survived the brutal occupation that is known
as the Katoy), and was eventually restored to freedom.

When we remember these heroes — some of whom may have been members of
our own families — we recognize in them the spirit of liberty that we so highly prize in
today. They took up the awesome responsibility to defend their Nation against invaders,
at the risk of losing everything. This kind of daring comes from deep wellsprings of hope
when there is no reason to hope. It comes from faith in God Who is victorious over sin
and death. And it comes from a love of one’s Country that carries one away from hearth
and home to lonely outposts high in the mountains.
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My fellow Christians: let us honor their memory with Doxologies of gratitude and
Memorials of love. Tell your children and your grandchildren the stories of struggle and
heroism that inspired the world to hold the Heroes of 1940, as Winston Churchill
immortalized them:

“Hence, we will not say that Greeks fight like heroes, but that heroes fight like
Greeks.”

With paternal love in Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. IMowr. 292/2023
Agxtemiokomikn 'EyikvkAlog yia thyv fjuéga tov «OXI».
28 Oktwfotov 2023

IToog tovg ZePacpiwtatovs kat Oeopileotatovg Apxtepels, tovg EvAaBeotdtoug
Tepelc kat Ataxovovug, Ttovg Movaxoug kat tic Movayég, toug ITpoédgoug kat tor MEAN
twv Kowotikwv ZvpBovAiowv, tovg EvtipoAoywwtdtovg Agxovteg to OKOUHEVIKOD
[Tatowapxetov, tax péAn e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hueorjowx kat Amoyegvpativa
LyoAela, Tic DPlomtwyxovg AdeA@otnteg, 1t NeoAaia, Tic EAANvVopO6dofeg
Opyavwoelg kat 0A0kANE0 10 Xootemwvupo mAnowpa s Teoag Apxlemiokong
Apeoueng.

«Hpelg 0¢ avéotnuev kat avweOwOnuev. AAANAovia»
(Ao&oAoyia twv Nikntnelwv et 1) 281 Oxtwpolov).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

H fuéoa tov «OXD» etvart pia fjpéoa pvnung tov 8&poug, g yevvaldtntog,
TS AVTATIAQVNONG KAl TNG ATIOPATLOTNKOTNTOG TOU EAANVIKOU Aatob kata Tic paveg
Héoeg tov Aegvtépov Iarykoopiov [ToAépov. EEvpvoupe toug floweg tov 1940, ot 6Ttotot
otadnNKav @G ACAAELTOL TVEYOL ATEVAVIL OTA KUHATA TOU (PACLOHOL TOU
ametdovoav va katakAvoovv OAo TOv €Ae00eQo0 KOOUO Kal EUMVEOUHAOTE &
KOLEAYL0, OTL OAoL avTol oL BuolkoTNKav Kal TamevwOnkay, «avéotnoav kat
avwebwOnoav». Elte o¢ avtn ) Cwn, elte otV &AAN, avtol ol fjowes oupPoAilovv
TV avaotaon, dott 1 ‘EAAGda xdon o€ avtovg €mélnoe HIAG ATO TIC XELQOTEQES
TeELOdOVG otnV totogia g, TV «Katoxn», katl katdpbwoe va avaotnBel ¢éAevOeon

Eava.
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Ortav Ovpovuaote avTOLS TOVS HOWES, KATIOOL ATIO TOLG OTIOLOVG HTTOQEL VX
NTav HEAN TV OLKOYEVEIWV HaS, avayvwllovpe 0¢ avTOUG aUTO TO MVEDHA TG
€Aev0epiag, MoOv TOOO TOLME ONpeQa. AVvEAaPav 1 @ofeor] ekelvn evOLVN va
vmegaoTioovv TO €0VOg TOUG ATEVAVTL OTOVG ELOPOAELS, e KIVOLVO v XAoOLV T
ntavta. 'H tOAun tovg avtr), dtav 6Aa €detxvav v ameAmola, TEONAOe Ao )
PaBewa miotn Tovg 0To B0, 6 6TOl0G eivat O KVELOG ¢ Cwng Kat tov Bavatov. Etvat
TEAKA avT) 1) Padelx Ayamn v TV matelda mov ToUg EKave VA AQENOOLY T OTTTIX
TOUG KAL TNV €0Tl TOUG MOAEUWVTAGS YIX TNV EAgvOeQia 0T ATIOHAKQA BOLVA Kol T

Aaykadia.

Ayarmrol pov xowoTiavol, &G TIUNOOLHE TI] UVHUN TOug HE UVpvoug
EVYVWHOOUVNG KAl HE HVNHOOLVA ayAmng. Ag duyndovue ota madlx kal oTx
Eyyovia Hag TIG LOTOQlEG TOUG, YEUATEG ATIO AVTATIAQVNON Kal 1owioud, mov
évémvevoav 1000 MOAL TOV 0UYXQ0VO TOUG KOOHO, ote O I'ovivotov Towotod va

avagpwvioel ue Oavpaouo:

«A& O Aépe T OtL ol EAANVEG mMOAgpoLY oav Tjowes, dAAX OTL ol Tfjoweg

ToAgOVV ooy EAANVES!»

Meta matoueng ev Kvolw ayanng,
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmtidogpooog



