PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL
FOR HOLY PASCHA

Prot. No. 244

+BARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH:
MAY THE GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY OF CHRIST RISEN IN GLORY
BE WITH YOU ALL

* % %

Most honorable brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

By the pleasure and grace of God, the giver of all gifts, having run the race of Holy
and Great Lent and spent with compunction the Week of our Lord’s Passion, behold we
delight in the celebration of His splendid Resurrection, through which we were redeemed
from the tyranny of Hades.

The glorious Resurrection of the Lord Christ from the dead is a shared resurrection
of the entire race of mortals and a foretaste of the perfection of all, as well as of the
fulfilment of the Divine Oikonomia in the heavenly Kingdom. We participate in the
ineffable mystery of the Resurrection in the Church, being sanctified in its sacraments
and experiencing Pascha, “which has opened to us the gates of Paradise,” not as a
recollection of an event in the past, but as the quintessence of ecclesiastical life, as the
presence of Christ ever among us, closer to us than we to ourselves. On Pascha, the
Orthodox faithful discover their true selves as being in Christ; they are integrated into
the movement of all things to the End Times, “with inexpressible and glorious joy” (1
Peter 1.8), as “children of light . . . and children of day” (1 Thess. 5.5).

The central feature of Orthodox life is its Resurrectional pulse. Philosophers have
wrongly described Orthodox spirituality as “sullen” and “autumnal.” By contrast,
Westerners rightly praise the refined perceptiveness of the Orthodox in relation to the
meaning and depth of the paschal experience. Yet this faith never forgets that the way to
the Resurrection passes through the Cross. Orthodox spirituality does not recognize the
utopianism of a Resurrection without Crucifixion, nor the pessimism of the Cross without
the Resurrection. For this reason, in the Orthodox experience, evil does not have the final
word in history, while faith in the Resurrection serves as the motivation for the struggle
against the presence of evil and its consequences in the world, acting as a powerful
transformative force. In the Orthodox self-consciousness, there is no place for surrender



to evil or for indifference toward the development of human affairs. On the contrary, its
contribution to the transformation of history has theological basis and existential
grounding and it unfolds without running the risk of identifying the Church with the
world. The Orthodox believer is conscious of the antithesis between worldly reality and
eschatological perfection. And so he or she cannot remain idle before any negative
dimensions of the world. For this reason, the Orthodox Church has never considered the
struggle for transforming the world as a meaningless matter. Our faith in the
Resurrection has preserved the Church both from introversion and indifference for the
world, as well as from secularization.

For us Orthodox, the entire mystery and existential treasure of our piety is
condensed into Pascha. When we hear that the Myrrh-bearers “were astonished” upon
“entering the tomb and seeing a young man dressed in bright clothes” (Mark 16.5), this
characterizes the vastness and essence of our experience of faith as the experience of
existential wonder. When we hear that “they were astonished,” this means that we find
ourselves before a mystery that becomes deeper the more we approach it, in accordance
with what has been said, that our faith “is not a journey from mystery to knowledge, but
from knowledge to mystery.”

While the denial of mystery existentially reduces human nature, the respect of
mystery opens to us the gates of heaven. Faith in the Resurrection is the deepest and
clearest expression of our freedom; or rather, it is the birth of freedom as a voluntary
acceptance of the supreme divine gift, namely of deification by grace. As “experienced
Resurrection,” the Orthodox Church is the space of “authentic freedom” that for the
Christian life is the foundation, way, and destiny. The Resurrection of Christ is the good
news of freedom, the gift of freedom, and the guarantee of “shared freedom” in the
“eternal life” of the Kingdom of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

With these sentiments, most precious brothers and beloved children, filled with
the complete joy of participating in “the feast that is shared by all,” having received light
from the unwaning light and given glory to Christ risen from the dead and brought life
to all — even as we remember during this all-festal “chosen and holy day” all of our
brothers and sisters in difficult circumstances — we pray to our Lord “who trampled down
death by death,” the God of peace, that He might bring peace to the world and guide our
steps toward every deed that is good and pleasing to Him, proclaiming the all-joyous
hymn “Christ is Risen!”

At the Phanar, Holy Pascha 2024
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for you all
to the Risen Lord

To be read after the Holy Gospel during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Holy Pascha.



CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 104/2024
Archepiscopal Encyclical on Great and Holy Pascha, 2024
May 5, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

You who fast, and you who fast not, rejoice today!
The table is laden; let all fare sumptuously.
(Catechetical Oration of the Holy Chrysostom)'

My beloved sisters and brothers in the Risen Lord,
Xptotoc Avéotn! Christ is Risen!

On Pascha night, the gilded voice of the legendary Archbishop of Constantinople
cries out in every church throughout the Orthodox Christian world. In this only sermon
ever preached on this “first of Sabbaths” (uia Twv Xappatwv) and “feast of feasts”
(éoptav éoptn), the Holy Chrysostom invites one and all to partake of “the banquet of

taith” (1o ovumnooiov T1¢ MioTEWC).

His grand call to everyone to share in the joy of the Resurrection comes without
price, like the call of the Prophet who said, Let everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and
those who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price (Isaiah 55:1)." For as we chant on this Holy Night, “let us all forgive all things
in the Resurrection,” ™ from the smallest to the greatest of failings, no price is exacted for

the abundance of God'’s grace, even grace upon grace (John 1:16).
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Indeed, we may not have kept the Fast as we first intended. And some do not keep
the Fast at all. However, our invitation to “the banquet of faith” isn’t simply contingent
upon the quality or quantity of the foodstuffs from which we partake or abstain. Instead,
our participation in the Table as co-banqueters presupposes a high measure of

philanthropy and compassion for our fellow neighbor.

Thus, the saintly Golden-Mouth calls all to the Table, the Holy Table, without
regard for our fulfillment of the laws around fasting. For on the night of Pascha, the law
of love transcends every shortcoming — if only we will extend the same love and

forgiveness that God grants to us to others.

My beloved Christians, do not pass by the invitation of Saint John Chrysostom!
Accept it without pride in whatever you think you have attained, and without shame or
regret for how you may have fallen short of your intentions. The Table is laden! Let all

fare sumptuously of God’s eternal mercy and love!

Xptotoc Avéotn! Christ is Risen!

7{5‘ zornys %%%205

tELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

Note: To be read in every parish of the Archdiocese during Agape Vespers on Pascha
Sunday, May 5, 2024.

'Greek: Nyotevoovres xoi un viotedoovies, soppavinte ofuepov. H tpamela yéuel, tpogroore mavres. (0 Katnymrtikég Adyog tod Ayiov
Xpvcootopov)

Greek: ol Swydvteg mopedecbe £p° HOwp Kot oot pun Exete apydprov Padicavteg dyopdoate kol miete dvev apyvpiov

Kod Tfg ofvov kol otéap.

"Greek: Zvyyopnowpev mévto i Avootdost.



ITATPIAPXIKH ATTOAEIZEIZ
ETH TQu ATTQOUTTAEXA

ApOu. INowr. 244

tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQL ©@EOY APXIEITIXKOIIOX
KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQZY - NEAY. POMHX
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
ITANTI TOLTIAHPOMATI THE EKKAHXIAY XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOZ
ITAPA TOY ENAOEQY. ANAXTANTOZ XPIXTOY

* X Xk

Tywrartol ddeApot Tegdpoxat kat tékva év Kugiw ayannrtd,

Evdoxiq xatl xaoLtt tob mavdwpov Oeob diatéEavtes ToOv dOALXoV g Ayiag kal
MevyaAng Teooaparkootig kal dleABdvTeg év xataviéel v ERdoudda towv Iabdv tod
Kvgiov, idov, evpoarvépeda i) mavnyveet g Aapmeo@odgov Avaotaoews Avtov, dt’
NG éAvTEWONLEV €K THE TOU Adov TLEAVVIDOG.

H évdofog &k vewpawv "Eyegoig tov Zwtigos Xptotov elval guvavaotaols
OUUTAVTOG TOV YEVOUG TV BROTAV Kal TEdYevoLs TG TeAEWDOEWS TV TAVTWY KAl TG
mAnpwoews TNg Bcelag Olkovoulag &év T énovgaviw Baodeia. Metéxopev eic 16
APEACTOV PLOTHEOV TG Avaotaoews év T ExkAnoia, aywldpevor €v toig iegoig
avTng puotneiog kal Blovvres 16 Ildoxa, «td mdAag v tov Iagadeicov avoi&av»,
Ol wg dvapvnoly évog yeyovotog tob maQeABovtog, AAAG wg mepmrtovoiav TG
gxkAnolaotikng Lwig, ws magovaiav tod Xouotod aei év & péow MUV, £€yyvtegov elg
Nuag and doov Mueig ol ol eig oV favtdv pag. To Ilaoxa, ol 000ddoEoL mioToi
AVOKOAVTITOUV TOV aAnBwvov twv €avtdv wg &v Xuotd elval, évtaooovial eig v
klvnow twv mdvtwv nedg & Eoxata, «&v xapd avekAaAnte kai dedofaouévn» (A
ITér. a', 8), wg «viol pwtds... kai viol Nuégac» (A’ Beco. €', 5).

Kevtouov xapaktnolotikov g 0p00d6Eov Lwng elvat O Avaotaoipog maAuog
™G. AoTOXWS AmexdAeoev 6 PUAOTOPOG TV 0006d0EoV TvevpatikdtnTa «OkLOQWTV»
kal «pOwortwoivriv». Evotdxws énawvertar Ymd t@wv Avtik®dv 10 AVETTUYHEVOV
aicOntplov twv OeBoddEwv did 6 vénua kai té Puwpatikév Babog T maoxaAiov
eumepiag, xwelg Spwe 1 mioTic avty va Anopovi, 6tL 1) mogeia mEog v Avaotaoty
dLépxeTat duk ToL Ltavgov. Aév yvweilel 1) 0006d0&0g mvevpatikdtng tév oLTOTUTUOV
¢ Avaotdoews Xwels Ztavpdv, obte v anawgodoiav o0 Ltavgod Xweis v
Avdotaowy. A tov Adyov avtdy, eig 16 0006d0fov Biwpa T KoV dév Exel TOV
teAevtalov Adyov év T ilotopia, évw 1 miotig elg v AvAoTtaowv AETOLQYEL WG
kivntoov did oV drywva évavtiov thg magovaiag év 1@ KOoU® KAl TWV CUVETIELWV TO,
doa wg loxved petapoppwrikr) dUvaps. Eig v 0006dofov avtoouvednoiav dév
UTIAEXEL XWQEOG DA ouVONKOAGYNow amévavtt eig td kakdv, dt’ adwapogiov mepi TG
niogeiag twv avOownivwy moayudtwv. AvtiBétws, 1) cuHPBOAT| eig TV HeTApdRPLWaLY



G lotogiag &xet BeoAoynv Baowv kal vmap&laxdv éoelopa kai éktvAiooetar xwols
oV kivduvov tavticews g ExkAnoiag pé tév koéopov. ‘O OpBb6doos miotds éxet
ovveldnow Mg dvtibéoews petald TG EYKOOUIOU TEAYHATIKOTNTOS Kol TG
E0XATOAOYIKNG TEAELOTNTOC Kl v elvat duvatov va magapeivn adoavr|g amévavt gig
the agvnuikdmTog. Ak tév Adyov avtdv, 1] Op86dofos ExkAncia dév elde moté tdv
aywva dd HETAPOQPWOLV TOD KOOHOU wg aotjpavtov voBeow. H naoxdAlog miotic
éowCe v BxkAnolav téoov and v éowortgépelav kal v kAewotdtta, oov kal
Ao TV EKKOTHIKEVOLV.

Eic 6 Tldoxa twv 0060d6&wv ovpnukvovtal 6AdkANEov td puotroov kal 6
VTR kdg TtAoDTog TG evoeBelag pag. To «e&eBaupndnoav» twv Mugogdowv, dtav,
«elogABovoal eig 16 pvnueiov eldov veaviokov... meQiBefAnpévov otoAnv Aevkrjv»
(Maox. 101, 5), xapaktneiCer 6 péyeBog kai t)v ovoiav g éunewgiag g miotews we
Buooews vmap&akod ovykAoviopov. Té «EkBappelobar dnAdver 6t 6 &vBowmog
gvgioketal évwmniov €vég pvotneiov, 16 6molov fabaivel, doov 1é meooeyyilel, kata Tt
Aex0év, 6t 1) miotic pag «dév elvan mopeia and té puotrioo o] yvwor), aAA& and o)
YV@ON 0TO HUOTHQLO».

Eve 1) dovnoig tob HuoTneiov guEEIKVWVEL UTAQKTIKWS TOV &vBowTmov, O
oePaouodg avolyel eig avToV TV MOANV 0D ovpavoD. H miotg eig v Avdotaowy elvat
1 Babutdtn kal dxgawpveotatn éxpoacis g éAevBepiag pag 1) u&AAov 1 yévvnoig
avTNG wg ékovoing amodoxng tg Lpiotng Being dwoeds TN katd x&owv Bewaoews. H
0Opbddo&oc ExkAnoia, we «Buwpévn Avaotaoig», elvat 0 x0og g «aAndeotdang
£AevBepiag», 1) Omoia elg v xolotxvikiv Cwnjv eivat BepéAiov, 6dds kai EooQLopdG.
‘H Avaotaoig 100 Xpotob elvar evayyéAlov éAevBeping, dwoed éAeuBepiag wkal
Ex€yyvov g «kowrg éAevBepiac» eig TV «aldviov Blotriv» T Baoeiag tod Iatodg
kai tov Yiov kat tob Ayiov ITvedpatog.

M¢é avta td aloOfpata, TpTatoL adeAgol kal mepAnuéva tékva, EUMAEOL TNG
TETATIOWHEVNG XAQAG TNG HETOXNG EIG TV «KOLWVNV TV GAwV mavijyvotv», Aafovteg
Q&G €K TOL AVETTIEQOL PwTOGS Kal do&alovteg XoLotdv tdv dvaotavta ék VekQOV Kal
avateidavia naol v Cwr)v, pepvnpévoL d¢ katd TV MavEéoQTov TaVTNV «KANTIV Kal
aylov Npégav», MAVIWV TV &V TEQLOTATEOLY ADEAP@V, dedpeba TOD «MAT|OAVTOG
Oavartew tov Bavatov» Kupiov kal Oeob trg elprjivng, émwg eignvevn tov kdopov,
katavyaln ta dwfrjpata Muev meds mav €oyov ayabov kai Avtd evheotov,
AVOPWVODLVTEG TOV MAVEVPEOTLVOV VUVOV «XQLOTOG AVEDTI»!

Pavaplov, Aywov Iaoxa ,prd’
1+ O KwvotavtivourntdAewg
dudmvog mEdg Xorotdv Avaotavn
EVXETNG TIAVTWV DUWV.

Avayvwodrtw én’ éxkAnoiag kata v Oclav Aettovgyiav tc éoptig Tob Ayiov ITdoxa, petd
106 Tepdv EvaryyéAlov.
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. IMowr. 104/2024
Agxtemiokomuikn) EyxvkAlog yia yix to Ayio Iaoya.
5 Maiov 2024

IToog tovg LePaocuiwtdtovg kat Ocopireotdtovg AgxLepels, toug EvAafeotatovg Tepeig
kal Atakovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, toug ITpoédoouvg kat ta MéAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvypovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtatovg Agxovteg toL OUKOLUEVIKOD
ITatowaxpxetov, T péAn ¢ ‘Hyeoiag twv 100, T Hueonjowa kat Amtoyevpativa LX0AELx,
tic Ddomtwyxovg AdeAgotnteg, ) NeoAain, tic EAANVopOodolec Opyavwoels katl
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvLHo TATowHa TN¢ Tepag AgXLemOKOTING AEQLKNG.

«NnotevoavTeg Kol ut vijoTEVORVTEG, EDPPavONTE oNuePOV.
H tpaneCa yéuel, TpUPHOXRTE TAVTEG.»

(Adyog katnxnTkog ayiov Twavvov Xpuoootdpov).
[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg €v XOLoTw,
Xolotog avéo!

T voxta wov Ilaoxa, 1) xovorn @wvr) Tov peyaAov  Tlatoudkoyxov
KowvotavtivovnoAews dxovyetat o¢ kabe vao oe 6Ao tov 0000000 koopo. O Lepog
XQLOOOTOHOG MG TTEOTKAAELOAOUG L TO TTLO OHLOQEPO KNQUYHA TIOL elMwONKe TOTE KATO
«TV plav Tov oaPatwv», TV «€0QTNV TWV £0QTWV», V& HETACXOVHE Of AUTO «TO

OLUTIOOLOV TNG THOTEWG.

To peyalewwdes avto kaAeopa mEOS OAOLG VX HOQAOTOVME T XAQX TNG
AVAOTATEWS YIVETAL XWEIS AVTITIHO, OTIWS OTNV TEOOKATOT) TOL TIQO@T)TI oL A€EL «Ol
dupwvtec mopeveoOe £’ VOWO Kal O00L Ut EXETE AQYVOLOV, PAdIOAVTEG AYOQATATE KAl
mileTe AveL aQyvEIloL Kal Tung otvov kat otéag» (Hoaia 55:1). Awott 6mtwg PpaAAovpe
KAt TV ayia avt vOXTA, «OUYXWENOWHEV TAVTIA T Avaotdoer, kabwg 1)

OLYXWENOT) ATO TIC HIKQOTEQES UEXOL TIG HEYAAVTEQES AUAQTIES YIVETAL XWOLS AVTITLUO
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Kal 1] XL oL Oeob magéxetat dwoeav €v apbovia, Omws nag Aéet 6 evayyeAloTng:

«xaow avti xaotros» (Kata Twdvvov 1:16).

Towg va pnv emtdoxape ot vnotela tooa doa B emBuvpovoape, lowe kal
KATIOLOL V& VA& HT) vrjotevoav kaBoAov. ‘Ouwg 1) petoxr) pag oty nacxaAwn toamnela
dev kaBoplletal ATO TNV TTOCOTNTA 1) TNV TIOLOTNTA TWV TEOPWYV TOL KatavaAwoape. To
€lOLTNELO TNG HETOXNG OTNV «TEATECH TG TMOTEWS» TIUATAL HAAAOV ATIO TNV TIOLOTITA

¢ PLAaVOQWTIAGC Kal TNV TOoOTTA TNG AYATNG OGS KO ovvdvOpwTo.

"Etot, 6 tepdg XQuodoTtopog Hag mMEOOKAAEL GAOUG 0TV o XA VN Toamela XwolS
VO MG EAEYXEL YW TO AV TNENOAME TOUG Ttepl vnotetag kavoves. INatt ) voxTa g
AVAOTATEWS O VOUOG TNG AYATNG DTEQEXEL TAVTOS AAAOL VOUOU, OTAV AYATIAHUE Kol

OUYXWQEOVUE, OTIWG HAS AYATIX KAl LAG OVYXWQEEL O Oeogc.

Ayarmrol pov xooTwavol, &g H1) amoppipovue TNV MEOOKANOT TOL HAG
amevOvver 6 ayog Twdvvng 0 Xouvodotopog! Ag v amodexOovpe, Xwolg va
VTEQNPAVELOUAOTE YIX OAa 6oa vopllovpe Ot katobwoape, AAAX KAl XWEIG VTQOT)
N anoyvwon ywx v anotvxla otovg otoxovg pag! H todmela yéued «Tovpnoate

TLAVTEC» AATIO TO €AE0G KAl TNV &YATIN TOL Oc0v.

Xplotog avéot,

6 %@,@ ;;%fééos

t 6 Apeoweng EAmudogpopog

Inuelwoic: Na avayvwoOel o 6Aeg Tic evopteg g 1. AgXlemokomng kata Tov
‘Eomteouvo tng Ayamnmng, 1o mowi g Kvoakn) tov ITdoxa, 5 Maiov 2024.





