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Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of the Three Hierarchs and the Day of Greek 
Letters 

 
January 30, 2026 
 

 
Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and 

Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and 
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, 
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America: 

 
The unexamined life is not worth living. 

(Socrates, Apology: 38a5-6) 
 
 
Beloved brethren in Christ, 
 

On this Day when we celebrate the Three Holy Hierarchs — Saints Basil the Great, 
Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom — we also mark the Day of Greek Letters, 
a special observance of our appreciation for Hellenic learning, literature, philosophy, and 
the myriad implications and effects of Greek Civilization upon our world throughout the 
last five thousand years (and beyond!). The great Theologians of our Church recognized 
in the Ancient Greek Philosophers a kindred spirit. Because centuries before the Birth of 
our Savior Jesus Christ — and without contact with the Hebrew Prophets of old — those 
Philosophers were committed to the search for Truth and to investigating the nature of 
reality. Thus, they were considered as “Christians before Christ,” and even given 
iconographic representation in many of our most famous monasteries (e.g., Vatopedi on 
Mount Athos). 
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Of course, the most famous of all these Philosophers is Socrates, whose wisdom 

and wit was bequeathed like an inestimable treasure to humanity by his devoted student, 
Plato. Among his many maxims is the quote we commenced with: “The unexamined life 
is not worth living.” This renowned phrase encapsulates a fundamental truth that is 
approachable both from the point of view of reason and that of faith. Looking deeply into 
ourselves, into our hearts and minds to probe our motivations, our intentions and our 
values, is a spiritual practice that can enhance our lives in every way. The Fathers of the 
Church recognized these philosophical teachings as being not only applicable to the 
Christian way of life, but completely consistent with it, and therefore commended them 
to the Faithful. They used the taxonomies and nomenclature of Greek Philosophy and 
Language to express the profound truths of the Orthodox Christian Faith. Thus, they 
examined every aspect of human existence and found the most worthy and valuable 
qualities by which to live. 
 

Therefore, beloved brothers and sisters, let us honor this day and celebrate the 
marvelous synthesis of Faith and Reason represented by the Three Holy Hierarchs, and 
by the magnificent legacy of Greece to the world. Let us commit to living examined lives, 
filled with the spiritual blessings that come from such a conscious endeavor, an exercise 
that reflects the very best of our Faith and our Culture. 

 
With paternal blessings in Christ, 

 
† ELPIDOPHOROS 

Archbishop of America 



 
ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 
Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ.: 22/2026  

 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἑορτὴ τῶν Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν καὶ τὴν ἡµέρα 

τῶν ἑλληνικῶν γραµµάτων. 
 

30 Ἰανουαρίου 2026 
 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς 
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς Διακόνισσες, τοὺς 
Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν 
Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, 
τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς 
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 
 

«Ὁ δὲ ἀνεξέταστος βίος οὐ βιωτὸς ἀνθρώπῳ»  
(Πλάτων, Ἀπολογία Σωκράτους: 38a 5-6). 

 
Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ, 
 

Κατὰ τὴ σηµερινὴ ἡµέρα, κατὰ τὴν ὁποία ἑορτάζουµε τοὺς Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχες, 
Βασίλειο τὸν Μέγα, Γρηγόριο τὸν Θεολόγο καὶ Ἰωάννη τὸν Χρυσόστοµο, τιµοῦµε καὶ 
τὰ ἑλληνικὰ γράµµατα.  Μία  ἰδιαίτερη ἐπέτειο εὐγνωµοσύνης γιὰ τὴν ἑλληνικὴ 
παιδεία, τὴ λογοτεχνία, τὴ φιλοσοφία, δηλαδὴ τὸν ἑλληνικὸ πολιτισµό, ὁ ὁποῖος 
ἐπέδρασε καθοριστικὰ στὴ διαµόρφωση τοῦ κόσµου κατὰ τὰ τελευταία πέντε 
χιλιάδες καὶ πλέον χρόνια. Οἱ µέγιστοι θεολόγοι τῆς Ἐκκλησίας µας διαπίστωσαν 
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τὴν πνευµατικὴ συγγένειά τους µὲ τοὺς ἀρχαίους ἕλληνες φιλοσόφους. Διότι αἰῶνες 
πρὶν ἀπὸ τὴ γέννηση τοῦ σωτῆρος ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ καὶ χωρὶς νὰ διαπιστώνεται 
κάποια ἐπιρροὴ ἀπὸ τοὺς προφῆτες τῆς Παλαιᾶς Διαθήκης, αὐτοὶ οἱ φιλόσοφοι ἦταν 
ἀφοσιωµένοι στὴν ἀναζήτηση τῆς ἀληθείας καὶ στὴ διερεύνηση τῆς φύσεως τῶν 
ὄντων. Ἔτσι, θεωρήθηκαν «χριστιανοὶ πρὸ Χριστοῦ» καὶ µάλιστα εἰκονογραφήθηκαν 
σὲ κάποια ἀπὸ τὰ πλέον φηµισµένα µοναστήρια µας (ὅπως, γιὰ παράδειγµα, στὴν 
Ἱερὰ Μονὴ Βατοπαιδίου στὸ Ἅγιο Ὄρος). 

Ἀπὸ τοὺς πλέον γνωστοὺς φιλοσόφους ἦταν ὁ Σωκράτης, τοῦ ὁποίου ἡ σοφία 
καὶ τὸ ἀπαράµιλλο ἦθος προβλήθηκαν ὡς ἀνεκτίµητος θησαυρὸς στὴν 
ἀνθρωπότητα ἀπὸ τὸν ἀφοσιωµένο µαθητή του, τὸν Πλάτωνα. Μεταξὺ τῶν πολλῶν 
ἀποφθεγµάτων του ξεχωρίζει καὶ ἡ φράση τοῦ ὑποτίτλου τῆς ἐγκυκλίου: «Ὁ δὲ 
ἀνεξέταστος βίος οὐ βιωτὸς ἀνθρώπῳ». Ἡ περίφηµη αὐτὴ ρήση συµπυκνώνει µία 
θεµελιώδη ἀλήθεια, ἡ ὁποία προσεγγίζεται τόσο ἀπὸ τὴ σκοπιὰ τοῦ ὀρθοῦ λόγου, 
ὅσο καὶ ἀπὸ ἐκείνη τῆς πίστεως. Τὸ νὰ ἐρευνοῦµε βαθειὰ µέσα στὴν καρδιὰ καὶ τὸ 
νοῦ µας, ὥστε νὰ ἐξετάζουµε τὰ βαθύτερα κίνητρα καὶ τὶς προθέσεις µας, ἀποτελεῖ 
µία σηµαντικώτατη πνευµατικὴ ἄσκηση, ἡ ὁποία µας ὁλοκληρώνει. Οἱ Πατέρες τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας ἀναγνώρισαν ὅτι οἱ ἐν λόγῳ διδασκαλία ἦταν κατάλληλη γιὰ τὸ 
χριστιανικὸ τρόπο ζωῆς καὶ πλήρως σύµφωνη µὲ αὐτόν, καὶ ἔτσι τὴ συνέστησαν 
στοὺς πιστούς. Χρησιµοποίησαν τοὺς ὅρους τῆς ἑλληνικῆς φιλοσοφίας καὶ τὴν 
ἑλληνικὴ γλώσσα γιὰ νὰ ἐκφράσουν τὶς βαθύτερες ἀλήθειες τῆς ὀρθοδόξου 
χριστιανικῆς πίστεως. Ἐξέτασαν κάθε πτυχὴ τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης ὑπάρξεως καὶ 
ἀνακάλυψαν τὶς ἀρετὲς µὲ τὶς ὁποῖες ὀφείλουµε νὰ ζοῦµε θεαρέστως. 

Διὰ τοῦτο, ἀγαπητοί µου, ἂς τιµήσουµε τὴν ἡµέρα αὐτὴ καὶ ἂς ἑορτάσουµε τὴ 
θαυµαστὴ σύνθεση πίστεως καὶ λόγου, ὅπως τὴν κατανόησαν οἱ Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχες, 
καθὼς καὶ τὴ µεγαλειώδη κληρονοµιὰ τοῦ ἑλληνικοῦ πνεύµατος πρὸς τὸν κόσµο. Ἂς 
δεσµευθοῦµε νὰ ζοῦµε «βίους ἐξεταζοµένους», γεµάτους ἀπὸ πνευµατικὲς εὐλογίες 
ποὺ προέρχονται ἀπὸ τὴ συνειδητὴ προσπάθεια τῆς ἄσκησης, ποὺ ἀντανακλᾶ τὸ 
ἄριστο τῆς πίστεώς µας, ἀλλὰ καὶ τὸ βάθος τοῦ ἑλληνικοῦ πολιτισµοῦ µας. 

 
Μετὰ πατρικῶν ἐν Χριστῷ εὐχῶν, 

  

† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 


