GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL
Prot. No. 22/2026

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of the Three Hierarchs and the Day of Greek
Letters

January 30, 2026

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

The unexamined life is not worth living.
(Socrates, Apology: 38a5-6)

Beloved brethren in Christ,

On this Day when we celebrate the Three Holy Hierarchs — Saints Basil the Great,
Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom — we also mark the Day of Greek Letters,
a special observance of our appreciation for Hellenic learning, literature, philosophy, and
the myriad implications and effects of Greek Civilization upon our world throughout the
last five thousand years (and beyond!). The great Theologians of our Church recognized
in the Ancient Greek Philosophers a kindred spirit. Because centuries before the Birth of
our Savior Jesus Christ — and without contact with the Hebrew Prophets of old — those
Philosophers were committed to the search for Truth and to investigating the nature of
reality. Thus, they were considered as “Christians before Christ,” and even given
iconographic representation in many of our most famous monasteries (e.g., Vatopedi on
Mount Athos).



Of course, the most famous of all these Philosophers is Socrates, whose wisdom
and wit was bequeathed like an inestimable treasure to humanity by his devoted student,
Plato. Among his many maxims is the quote we commenced with: “The unexamined life
is not worth living.” This renowned phrase encapsulates a fundamental truth that is
approachable both from the point of view of reason and that of faith. Looking deeply into
ourselves, into our hearts and minds to probe our motivations, our intentions and our
values, is a spiritual practice that can enhance our lives in every way. The Fathers of the
Church recognized these philosophical teachings as being not only applicable to the
Christian way of life, but completely consistent with it, and therefore commended them
to the Faithful. They used the taxonomies and nomenclature of Greek Philosophy and
Language to express the profound truths of the Orthodox Christian Faith. Thus, they
examined every aspect of human existence and found the most worthy and valuable
qualities by which to live.

Therefore, beloved brothers and sisters, let us honor this day and celebrate the
marvelous synthesis of Faith and Reason represented by the Three Holy Hierarchs, and
by the magnificent legacy of Greece to the world. Let us commit to living examined lives,
filled with the spiritual blessings that come from such a conscious endeavor, an exercise
that reflects the very best of our Faith and our Culture.

With paternal blessings in Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApOp. INowr.: 22/2026

Agxtemiokomuikr] EyxvkAlog yix tnv €00t twv Towwv Tegagxwv kai trv nuéoa

TV EAANVIKQOV YOAUUATWYV.
30 Tavovapiov 2026

[Iooc 1tovg Xefacpwtatovg  kalt OeopuUrleotatovg  AQXLeQels, TOLG
EvAapeotdtovg Tepeilc kat Alaxdvoug, tic IloeoPutépes kat tic Atakdviooes, tovg
Movayxovg kat tic Movayéc, toug Ilpoédpovg kat ta MéAn twv Kowotikwv
ZoppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwtatovg Agxovteg tov Oucovpevucov Iatowxpxeiov,
@ péAN e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Huegnowx kai Amoyevpativa LxoAeia, Tig
dronttwxovg AdeAgpotnteg, ) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVopBodoles Opyavawoels kat
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«0 6¢ avelétaorog Piog ov PrwTog avOpwnw»
(ITAatwv, Amodoyia Ewkpdatovs: 38a 5-6).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg €v XOLoTw,

Kata 1) onupeowvn) Nuéoa, kata v onota éoptalovpe tovg Toelg Tepaoxeg,
BaotAelo tov Méya, I'onyopto tov @eoAdyo kat Twdvvn tov XouoOoToHO, TIHOVME KAl
T EAANVIKQ yodupata. Mia ©DaiteQn €mMETEO eVYVWHOOUVNG Y TV EAAN VKT
nawela, T Aoyotexvia, M @LAoco@la, dNAadn Tov EAANVIKO moAlTIopo, 6 O6Tolog
emédpaoe kaboQotuea ot dAHOEPWOT] TOU KOOMOL KATX T TeAgvtala mévte

XALadeg kat mAéov xpovia. Ot péytotot BeoAdyor g ExkkAnoiag pag diamiotwoav



TNV TTVEVUATIKT] OVYYEVELX TOVG HUE TOUG AQXalovg EAANVES pLAooO@ovC. ALOTL allwveg
TOLV ATO T1) YEVVNOT] TOL 0WTNEOGS MUV Tnoov XoLotov kat xwels va dlamioTdveTat
KATIOLX €TTLQQEOT) ATO TOLG TtRoPTTES TS IaAatag AtxB1jkng, avtot ot prtAdcogoL fTary
APOOIwWHEVOL TNV avalntnon ¢ aAnOelag kat ot dLeEevvNOT TS PLOEWS TWV
ovtwv. Etol, OewenOnkav «xolotiavol o XoLotov» kal HAALOTA ElKOVOYQa@|Onkav
0¢& KATIOLX ATO TA TAEOV QPNULOUEVA HOVAOTIOWX HAG (OTTWS, YIX TIARQADELY A, OTHV
Teoax Movn Batontawdiov oto Ayio ‘Opog).

A0 ToUg MAEOV YVWOTOUG PLAOCOPOUGE T)TAV O LWKQATIG, TOL OTIOloL 1) co@in
Kal TO anagduiAdo 1Boc mEOPANONKav wg aAvexktiuntog Onoaveog  oTnv
avOQWTOTNTA ATIO TOV APOCLWHEVO HaOnTr) tov, Tov [TAdTwva. Meta b twv moAAwv
amo@Oeyuatwv tov Eexwollel kal 1) QAT TOL VMOTITAOL TG €ykukAiov: «O 0
ave&étaotog Biog oL Brwtog avOownw». H mepipnun avtr) grjon cuUTULKVAOVEL pia
OepeAddn aAndewa, 1 6ol mEooeyyiletatl TOOO ATO T OKOTILX TOL 000V AdYOoUL,
000 kat amno éketvn g miotews. To va épevvovpue Pabewx péoa otV KAEdLX KAt TO
VOU pag, wote va e€etalovpe ta Babvtepa kivntoa kal Tic MEoOEoels pag, amoteAel
M ONHAVTIKOTATH TIVEVUATIKT] AOKNOT), 1] OTtola pag 0AokAnpwvet. Ot Iatépeg g
ExxkAnotlacg dvayvwoloav 6tL ot €v Adyw dwaokaAia Ntav KATAAANAN vy to
XOLOTLAVIKO TEOTIO Cwng KAl MANEWS OVU@WVN UE avToV, Kal €ToL T ovvéoTtnoav
0ToLG TOTOVS. XENOoToinoav tovg 6Qovs TNG EAANVIKNG @Lloco@iag Kal TV
EAANVIKT] YAOOa YIXx V& €k@EAoovv Tic Pabvtepes aAnOetec g 0000d0E0L
xowotavikng milotews. E&étacav kabe mrtuxn e avOpwmivng vmagfews kai
AVOKAALVPAV TIC AQETEG HE TIG OTIOLEG O@eiAovpe va Lovpe DeaQéotwg.

Alx ToUTO, AyamnTol HOV, &G TIUNTOVE TNV NHEQA AUTI) KAl &G E0QTACOVLLE TN
Oavpaotn ovvOeon miotews kal Adyov, 6mws TV katavonoav ot Toeig Tepaoxeg,
KaOwg Kal T peyadewddn kAngovoutd tov EAANVIKOD TVEUHATOS TTOOS TOV KOOUO. A
deopevOovpe va Covpe «PBlovg EEeTaloOHEVOUG», YEUATOUS ATIO TVEVHATIKEG EVAOYLEG
TIOL TIEOEQXOVTAL ATO T OLVELWNTN TEOOTTAD eI TNG AOKNOTNG, TIOL AVIAVAKAX TO

AQLOTO TNG TUOTEWS HAG, AAAX Kal TO BAOOS TOU EAATVIKOV TTOALTIOHOD HAG.
Meta matouc@v év XoLotw evxwy,
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t 6 Apeowng EAmtdogpdoog



