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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 350/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Christmas
December 25, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Thus says the Lord: a rod shall come forth out of the root of Jesse,
and a blossom shall rise from that root.
(Prophecy of Isaiah 11:1)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,
Christ is Born! Let us glorify Him!

Although He comes to us in humility, in swaddling clothes and in poverty, He is
the powerful Rod of the Root of Jesse. In assuming our human nature from his Most Holy
Mother the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, He bears all the suffering and sin of
humanity across all the ages. What strength in this Rod! What glory in His powerful love

for every creature!

He also comes as a blossom of inner and truthful beauty, to restore our human
nature to its original shining loveliness. The Prophet Isaiah says elsewhere, “He had no
beauty nor glory...” (53:2), but such was the humility that bowed down the Son of God
to become the Son of Man. The flower of His virtues, His sinless life, His sacrificial love,

is a bloom that will never fade. The root of His human nature is his Holy Mother, who
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bore him in a cave in Bethlehem of Judea. But from this root out of dry and virginal
ground, there arose the first fruits of them that slept (I Corinthians 15:20)! For the Lord
was born in cave in order to arise from another cave. He was wrapped as an infant in
swaddling clothes in order to proclaim His own Resurrection by leaving behind the
grave-linens set aside in the tomb (John 20:5). And He was laid in a manger — used to
feed the mute beasts of burden — so that we might be fed with His Holy Body and

Precious Blood and proclaim Him risen from the dead.

Therefore, my beloved Christians, let us receive this Rod of glory and Blossom of
beauty with gratitude and honor. Through his Holy Mother, His human nature is our
human nature, and there is nothing that He cannot make whole and pure. Let us worship

Him with all our hearts, and minds, and souls.

Christ is Born! Let us glorify Him!

Ji e Kol

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX
AoOp. Iowr. 350/2023
Agxtemokomikn EykUkALog yia trv €001 TG ToL XQLOTOV YEVVNOEWG.
25 AexepPotov 2023

IToog tovg LePaouiwtdtovg kat Ocopireotdtovg AgxLepels, toug EvAafeotatovg Tepeic
kal Atakovovg, toug Movayovg kat tic Movaxég, toug ITpoédoouvg kat ta MéAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvypovAiwv, tovg EvrtipoAoywrtatovg Agxovteg toL OUKOLUEVIKOD
ITatowaxpxetov, T péAn ¢ ‘Hyeoiag twv 100, T Hueonowa kat Amoyevpativa LX0AELx,
tic Ddomtwyxovg AdeAgotnteg, ) NeoAain, tic EAANVoeO6dolec Opyavawoels katl
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoOKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Kat ¢EeAevoetarl 0apdog éx g 0ilne Teooal kat avOog €k tnc Oilne dvapnoetaw
(Hoaiag 11:1).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

AVTOC MOV €QxETal TATEWVA, WS AVOQWTIOC OTTAQYAVWHEVOS KAl PTWXOG, lval 1
ntavioxven oapdog ¢ otlng Teooat! ITpooAapPdavel v avOpwTivn VO™ Hag &TO TV
vnegayla Oeotdko kat demapbevo Magla kat avaAapPavel TG apaQties TG
avOOWMOTNTOG ATIO KATAPBOATC KOO0V, «€V OOLEN, €V DUVAHEL KAL €V AYATI)» TIOOC KAOE

Ut oTov KOTUO.

Eivar 10 avOog 10 apdoavto g aAnOwng OHOQPLAS, TIOU EMAVAEPEQEL TNV
avOowTtivn @LoT o1 &Exkr) TNs weadvtnta! O mpoeritng Hoalag émonuaivel oe &AA0
OTUELD: «Kal €IDOREV ADTOV KAl ok elxeVv eld0g 00dE kaAAoc» (Hoaia 53:2), dAAa 6 Yiog
00 B0l TamElvwoe EAVTOV YIVOUEVOS LIOG dvOpwmov. To dvOog twv doet@v Tov, 1)
avapdotntn Cwr] tov, 1) OvolaoTikn ayamnn Tov dév €kAeimouv eig tov alwva. H
avOowmivn von tov Exel M) olla ¢ otV Iavayla Oeotoko, ov Tov Yévvnoe o€ pia
omAwx ot BnOAeep mg Tovdailag. AAAx amo avtr) 1) olla 0to £€00 kal TaEOEvo
EdaPOG «EYTYEQTaL YEVOUEVOS ATIAQXT) TWV kekolunuévav» (ITpog KoprvOiovg A’ 15:20).

Aot 6 Koglog «tiktetat év omnAaiw» yux va avaotn0el «€€ étégov omnAaiov».
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LIaQyavwvetal s PREPOS, KNELOOOVTAS T dIKI) TOL AVACTAOT), OTAV TOW OTOV TAPO
«tx 006V Kat TO covdaglov ketvtal povor (Twavvov 20:6-7). T'evvnOnke oé @dtvn, 1
OTIola XQNOHOTIOLELTAL YIX VA TREPOVTAL T AAoYa KTNVN, ote v OoéPel GAovg Euag

HE TO TIHLO0 Zpa KAl TO MavAX0avTo ATHA TOV, WG AVAOTAG €K VEKQWV.

' avto, dyamntol Hov XOLOTIAVOL, &G TEOCA&PBOVUE e EVYVWHOOUV] KAL TLUT)
avT) TN QAR TS dOENG, AvTO TO Apdgavto avBos. Méow g meparying Beotokov kal
aemaévov Maplag mpooAappPaver v avOowmivy @von pag kal T Oepamevel,
éEayalovtac mv. OAa é€ayviCovtal kat 0AokAngwvovtat. Ag TOV AaTQeVOOLUE

AoLtov 6A00epua pE OA0 TO elval pag, TV Kaedld, TO HLUAAO Kat TV PuxT] Hag.

Xplotog yevvatatr doEdoate!
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmtidogpooog



