Prot. No. 828

Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas

+BARTHOLOMEW

By God’s Mercy, Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome
and Ecumenical Patriarch to All the Plenitude of the Church

Grace, Mercy, and Peace from the Saviour Christ Born in Bethlehem

Most honorable brother hierarchs,
Beloved children in the Lord,

With the grace of God, we are once again this year celebrating in chant, hymn, and
spiritual song the Nativity according to the flesh of the pre-eternal Son and Word of God,
namely the manifestation of the mystery of God and humankind. According to St.
Nicholas Cabasilas, what occurs in the Divine Liturgy is “the mystagogy of the Lord’s
incarnation,” while its introductory acclamation “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit” is evidence “that it is through the Lord’s incarnation that people
tirst learned that God is three persons.”! The same saintly Father proclaims that our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ was the first and only to demonstrate the authentic and perfect

human being, concerning His ethos, life, and everything else.”>

The assumption of human nature in the person of the Son and Word of God, along
with the opening of the way of human deification through grace, add unsurpassable
value to humankind. Forgetting this truth leads to the diminishment of respect for the
human person. The denial of the supreme destiny of human beings does not only liberate
them, but also leads to diverse reductions and divisions. Without being conscious of their
divine origin and their hope for eternity, humans struggle to remain human and are

unable to handle the contradictions of the “human condition.”

1 On the Divine Liturgy XII, PG 150.392D.
2 On the Life of Christ VI, PG 150.680C.



The Christian perception of human existence provides a solution to problems
created by violence, war, and injustice in our world. Respect for the human person, peace,
and justice are gifts from God; however, establishing the peace that comes from Christ
demands the participation and cooperation of human beings. The Christian view on the
struggle for peace lies in the words of Christ our Savior, who proclaims peace, addressing
His disciples with the greeting “Peace be with you” and encouraging us to love our

enemies.’ The revelation in Christ is called the “gospel of peace.”*

This means that, for us Christians, the way to peace is through peace and that non-
violence, dialogue, love, forgiveness, and reconciliation have priority before other forms
of resolving differences. The theology of peace is clearly described in the Ecumenical
Patriarchate’s document For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox
Church (2020):

“Nothing is more contrary to God’s will for His creatures fashioned in His image and
likeness than violence one against another . . . We may justly say that violence is sin par
excellence. It is the perfect contradiction of our created nature and our supernatural
vocation to seek union in love with God and our neighbour. . . Peace is a real revelation
of the still deeper reality of creation as God intends it and as God fashioned it in his

eternal counsels.”?

Peace cannot be taken for granted; it is not self-evident. It is an obligation, an
achievement, and an incessant struggle to preserve it. There are no automatic solutions
or permanent recipes. In the face of ongoing threats to peace, we need to have vigilance
and willingness to resolve problems through dialogue. The great heroes of politics are
the champions of peace. As for us, we continue to underline the peacemaking role of
religion. This is during a time when religions are criticized for nurturing fanaticism and
violence “in the name of God” instead of being forces of peace, solidarity, and
reconciliation. However, this indicates an alienation of religious faith and not an integral
part of it. Genuine faith in God is the harshest critic of religious fanaticism. Religions are
the natural allies of all human beings who strive for peace, justice, and the preservation

of creation from human destruction.

3 Cf. Mt. 5:44
+Eph. 6:44
5§42, 43 and 44.



This year, the world honours the 75" anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (December 10, 1948), constituting a summary of fundamental humanitarian
ideals and values, “the shared standard, to which all peoples and all nations should aim.”
Human rights, whose central point of focus includes the protection of human dignity
with its individual, social, cultural, economic, and ecological conditions, are only
understood in their original dynamics if they are acknowledged as the basis and criterion
of global peace, associating it with freedom and justice. In this sense, the future of human
rights and peace is also linked to the contribution of religions in the matter of respecting

them and making them a reality.

With these thoughts and festive sentiments, in full conviction that the life of the
Church in itself comprises resistance against inhumanity, wherever such inhumanity
arises, we invite all of you to the good fight of constructing a culture of peace and
solidarity, where people will see in the face of their fellow human beings a brother or
sister and a friend, rather than a threat and enemy. Moreover, we remind you all, dear
brother Hierarchs and children, that Christmas is a time of self-consciousness and
thanksgiving, of the revelation of the difference between the God-man and “man-god,”
of the realization of the “great miracle” of freedom in Christ and of the healing of the
“great wound” of alienation from God. Finally, we kneel respectfully before Mary, the
Mother of God, who bears in her arms the incarnate Word, and we convey to you the
blessing of the Mother Holy Great Church of Christ, wishing you an auspicious, healthy,

fruitful, peaceful, and joyous new year of the Lord’s favour.

Christmas 2023
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople

Your fervent supplicant of all before God

To be read in churches after the Gospel Reading during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast

of Christmas.



ApOu. TTowt. 828

[TATPTAPXIKH AITOAEIEIX
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+BAPOOAOMAIOX
EAEQLOEOY APXIEIIIXKOITIOYX KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQY. - NEAY POMHX
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
ITANTI TQL TTAHPOMATI THX EKKAHXIAY
XAPIN, EAEOX KAI EIPHNHN
ITAPA TOY EN BHOAEEM 'ENNHOENTOX XOTHPOX XPIETOY

* % %

Tywtator év Xpotw adeAgol Tegdoxat katl mepuAnuéva tékva,

AvwOev evdokla £oQtalopev kal &@étog &v PpaApols kal Duvolg kal wdalg
TIVEVHATIKALG TNV kKatd odoka ['évvnowv tov mpoawwviov Yiov kat Adyov tov Ocov, v
PaVEQWOLY ONAOVOTL TOU pvotnelov tov Oeov kal Tov avOpwrov. Kata tov Ayov
NucoAaov Kapaolav, ta tedovpeva eig v Octav Aettovgyiav elvat «tng évavOow-
moews Tov Kvplov pvotaywylar, 10 8¢ €v tolg mooluiols avtng dofoAoykov
«EvAoynuévn 1] Baowlela tov Iateog kai tov Yiov kal tov Ayiov [Tvevpatog» paptuet
«OtL dx ¢ évavOpwnoews tov Kvgiov mowtov éudvOavov ot avOowmol wg el tota
neoownia 0 Oedc»!. O tepdg matr)o daknovttel O6tL 6 Kvplog kat Lwtrjo Npwv Inoovg
XoLotog «tdv aANO1vov avOpwmov kal téAelov kal todmwV Kat Cowne kal twv AAAwV Eveka
TIAVTWYV TIOWTOG KAL HOVOG EDeLEev»2.

‘H modoAnyic g avOowmivne @uoews év 1w meoownw Tov Yiov kai Adyov tov
Oeov kai 1) dLAVOLELS TN 0OV TNC kAT XAV Oeoewg elg TOV avOQwToV mEOodIdoLV Eig
avtov avuméPAnTov adlav. H ANOn avtne g aAnOeiag Odnyel eic peiwowv tov
oeBaocpov mEoOS O avOpwrivov mpoocwmov. H agvnolg tov DPnAov mMEOoQLOUOL TOV
avOpwTov OxL Hovov dév TOV dmeAevOepwvel, AAAG OO YEL €lC TOKIAAG OLEPIKVWOELS
Kkal dxaouovs. Avev ovveldnoewsg e Oelag mEoeAevoews Tov kal ™G EATIdOG TNC
alwvoTnTog, 0 avOpwmog duvokoAegvetal va maQapeivry) avOpwmivog, dduvvartel va
dlaxelplodn Tdg AVTIPATELS TG «AVOQWTIIVIG KATATTATEWG».

‘H xowotwvikr] katavonoig e avOowmnivie VMAglews mMEOo@EQeEL AVOLV TV
TIEOPANUATWV, T& OOl dNULOVEYOLV 1) Bla, O TTOAEHOG Kal 1) ddikia lg TOV KOOHUOV HaG.

L Eic v Ociav Aettovpyiav, IB’, PG 150, 392D.
2 [lepi tnc év Xpiotw Cwne, T, PG 150, 680C.



O oePaopog Tov avOpwTIvov TEOCWTOV, 1) €lprvn kal 1) dikatoovvn eival dwEOV TO
Oeov, 1 eykaOidouvolg Opws TG KopwOelong VMO TOL XELOTOL EENVNG ATIALTEL
OUVHUETOXTV Katl ovvepylav twv avOowniwv. H xolotiavikr) tomo0étnoig eig 1o 0épa tov
AYWVOG Ol TNV ELQTVIV OLYKQOTELTAL DX TWV AOYWV TOL LwTneog XQLoTov, O 0TOolog
evayyeAiCetar ™y elonvny, xaweta peé 10 «Eignvn vuiv» kal magotovvel Tovg
avOpwTrovg v ayamovv tovg éx0povg twvs. H év Xptote anmokaAvic xapaktn-olletatl
WG «eVAYYEALOV TG ElON VNS4 AUTO onpatvel 6t dL’ Nuag Tovg Xolotiavouvg, 1 6d0¢ TEog
Vv elpnvnv etvad 1) eignvn, otL 1 un Pia, 6 didAoyog, 1 ayamnn, 11 CLYXWENOLS KAl 1)
KATAAAQYN] £XOUV TTQOTEQALOTNTA ATEVAVTL €I AAAAS HOQPAG ETUAVTEWS dlapoowV. Mé
capnvelav mepLypd@etatl 1 OeoAoyla g elonvng elg TO keipevov Tov OKOVHEVIKOD
IMatowxpyxelov «"Ymép tnc 100 koouov Cwnc”. To xowwviko 1n0oc tnc OpBodosov
ExxAnoiac» (2020): «Timote dév avrtitibetal meploootepo 010 OéANUa Tov OeoL Yk &
nAaopata Tov ov éxovv dnpovoyndet kat' eikdva kal kad opotwon Tov, ano ) Pla
oy AoKElTaL evavtiov tov mAnolov... Mmogovue 0004& va loxvolotovpe OtL 1) Pla
anoteAel v kat  efoxnv apagtia. Ilodkertat yid v téAewx avtibeon petald g
KTIOTNG HAG QUONG Kal TG UTTEQPUOLKNG Hag KAT)OTG TOOS aval1)TtnoTn TG AYATNTIKNG
Evwong pé tov Oed kal tov mAnoiov pac... H elgnivn amotedel pilx moaypatikn
amokaAvym ¢ BabvteEng MOAYUATIKOTNTAS TNG ONUIOLE-YiaG oVU@WVa TEOG TO
OeAnua Tov O¢ov, kal TG HoEETNS OTtws TV oxedinoe Eketvog katd Tic atwvieg BovAég
Tov»>.

‘H etponivn dév eivat dedopévn kat avtovontog, aAA& xpoéog, katdebwua, dlxgkng
HEQLUVA KAl ADLAKOTIOC &YWV Dtk TV dlatripnotv tng. Aév v&ExoLV avTopAaTIOHOL KAl
povipor ovvrayat. ATévavil el TAC EKAOTOTE ATEIAAG TNG E€IONVNG ATALTELTAL
£Yonyoots, POVANCIS Dtk AVOLV TV TEOBANUATWY did péTov ToL dtaxAdyov. Ot peydAot
OweG NG MOALTIKTC elval ol aywviotatl g elprvne. Huelc ovvexiCopev va toviCwuev
TOV elgnvoTomnTKOV QOAOV TV BPNoKelY, €ig Hiay EmMoXNV Katd Tr)v OTtolav aokeltat
KOLTIKY] €l Tde Opnokelag, €mewdr), avil va avadekviwvtat OUVAMELS €NV,
AAANAeyyUnc katl kataAAayng, TQOEODOTOVY TOV PAVATIOUOV kal TNV Plav «ev ovouatt
tov Oceov: Ilpdkettar mepl aAAotouoews Tng Opnokevtikng miotews kal OxL Tepl
OUVHPLOVG Ué avtVv @eatvopévou. H yvnola miotic eigc tov Oedv eival O avotneoteQog
KQLTI)G TOL OQNOKEVTIKOL @avaTtiopov. At Ognokelatl eivat ot Quotkol COUaXOL OAWY TV
avOpwTwv, ol OToloL AywVvICovTal dk TV €N VNV, TV dkatooUVNV K&l TV meootaoioy
NG KTioews Ao TV AvOQWTIOYEVT] KATAOTQOPNV.

H avOowmotne tipa é@étog v 75m emétetov g Oikovuevikne Ataknpvéews T@wv
Odikatwpatwyv tov dvOpwmov (10 AexeuPolov 1948), 1 omola amoteAel ovvopv TV

3BA. MatO, ¢, 44.
*’E@eo. o/, 15.
5§42, 43 ko 44.



OepeAlwdwv AvOQWMIOTIKWY WewdwV Kal a&lwv, «Td KooV Wavikov, €ig T Omolov
TMEEMEL VA Katatelvouv 6AotL ol Aaot kal OAa té& €0vn». Td dikawwpata Tov dvOgwTov,
KEVTOLKOV OTHEIOV AVAPOQAS TV Omolwv elvat 1] mootacia g avOowTivng
a&lompemelag Kal TWV ATOUIKQWV, KOWWVIKWY, TOALTIOUIKQOV, OKOVOUIKOV Kol TeQL-
BaAdovTikwv OQwV TG, KATAVOOLVTIAL &I TNV AQXIKI)V OUVAUIKNV TwV, €4V
avayvweloOovv wg OepéAlov kal KQLTIEOV NG MAYKOOUIOL elonvng, TV Omolav
ovvdéouv pE TV eAevOepiav kal v dikatoovvnv. Ev ) évvola tavtn, 16 péAAov twv
OKALWHUATWV TOU avOpwmov kal ¢ elpnvng ovvdéetat kal pé v oLUPBOANV TV
Oonokewwv eig TV VLTTOOECLY TOL 0EPATUOV Kal TNG TEAYHATWOEWS TWV.

M¢ towxvtac oképels kal é6ptia aloOnuata, év mAnet BeBatdtnTt dtL 1) Cwr) TG
ExxAnoiag ka0’ éavtrv amoteAet avtiotaoty eig OV AmavOewTopndv, amnd dmov kat &v
AVTOC TIQOEQXETAL KAAOUVTEG TIAVTAG VHAG €16 TOV KAAOV dywva TG okodouns Evog
TIOALTIOHOV €lENVNG kKal kataAAayng, eig tov omolov 6 avOpwmog O& PAEmN eig TO
TEOCWTIOV TOL CLVAVOEWTOL TOL TOV ADEAPOV Kol TOV @IAOV Kal 6L TOV EmiBovAov kal
tov €X0p0v, kal VmevOvpiCovteg eig VHAg TAavtag, adeA@ol kal Tékva, 0Tl T!
Xplotovyevva elval Kalpdg avToyYVWolag Katl evXaoloTiag, AmokaAvews g dagoeag
pHetald OeavOowmov kal «avOpwmoOeov», OCULVEWNTOTIOW|OEWS TOV  «HEYA-AOL
Oavpatoc» g év Xpwotw éAevOepiag katl TNe IACEWS TOU «UeYAAOL TOQAVHATOG» TNG
XAAOTOUOEWS ATIO TOV OelV, KALVOpEV eDVAAPBWC TO YOVV EVWTILOV THG KQATOVONG €V TAIG
aykaAaig avtng tov oagkwdévta Adyov Oeountopoc Magidy, petagpégovteg O€ mEOg
vpag v evAoyiav g Mnteog Ayiac tov Xowotov MeydAng ExkAnoiag, evxopeda
alolov, UYImEOV, eVKAQTOV, ELQNVIKOV KAl EDPEOCLVOV TOV ETIEQXOUEVOV VEOV EVIAUVTOV
¢ xonototntog Tov Kvplov.

Xplotovyevva By’
1t 'O KwvotavtivourtoAewg
dLdmvEog TEOS Bedv eVXETNG MAVTWY VU@V

AvayvwoOntw &r’ EékkAnoiag xatax v Oelav  Aertovgyiav G €00TNG  TWV
Xowotovyévvwv, petd 16 Tepov EvayyéAov.



